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1 # REFERENCES USFET HIS Center CI-FIR /106 dtd 22 Mar 46 
USFET HIS Center CI-IIR /53 dtd 17 May 46 



2. PERSONAL data 

a. SURNAME: HARTL 

b. CHRISTIAN NAME: Albert 

c. ALIASES: Ar.ton HOLZNER and Georg ALBERT 

d. DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH: 13 Nov 04 ROSSECLZEN, Bavaria. 

e. NATIONALITY CLAIMED: German 

f. OCCUPATION'. Teacher, priest, SB official 

g. RELIGION: Frotestant, formerly Catholic 

h. DESCRIPTION: 

(1) HEIGHT: 1. 60 m 

(2) WEIGHT: 65 kg 

( 3 ) BUILD; stocky 

(4) FACE: round 

( 5 ) HAIR; dark blond, cropped and. thinning. 

( 6 ) PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES or DISTINGUISHING FEATURES: ^none 

i. LAST PERMANENT ADDRESS: EITZ3UEHEL, Austria. 

j. LANGUAGES: School knowledge .of English, French, Italian 

k. FATHER* Albert 

l . MOTHER: Babette nee HARTL ' 

m. BROTHER: Georg 

n. SISTERS: Annie Alberta; Betty 

o. WIFE: Marianne nee SCHUSeER—STOLLE 

13 , CHILDREN: 2 sons (twins) 

q. IDENTITY DOCUMENTS; Wehrpass 

3 . ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

a. SOURCE OF FRISOHER, INCLUDING ARRESTING AGENCY : 

Arrested 26 May 4p by 52 CIC Det KITZ3USHJEL, Austria. 

b. ACCEPTED ON RECOMMENDATION OR REQUEST OF: 

G-2 USFET , Int Sec. 

c. DATE OF ARRIVAL: l4 Feb 46 

d. RESUME OF ANY REPORTS AND/OR DOCUMENTS SENT IN WITH PRISONER: 

Fragebogen, some drafts of materiel included in this FIR and Wehrpass. 

e. RESULTS OF NAME CHECK AGAINST PERSONALITY CARD INDEX: SKAEl Pink Card 

No 6137^. 

f . BRIEFS UPON WHICH PRISONER WAS INTERROGATED: None 

g. NAMES AND UNIT OF INTERROGATORS: Alan 1ILWEAK, 7707 MS.Cenfceer 

h. PRISONER’S ATTITUDE AND REACTIONS: Has attempted to win confidence of US 

Intelligence by submitting much material on GIS relations to church in the 
hope of being implcyed by US.' in an intelligence capacity. Intentionally 
vague in statements which might prove incriminating. Tendency to exagger- 
ate or minimize importance of testimony in order to place himself in 
favorable light. 

i. EVALUATION OF PRISONER'S RELIABILITY: Limited by his attitude and reaction 

as defined above, therefore not fully reliable. Was witness to, if not 
actively engaged in, war crimes in Russia, but so far has confessed little 
on this subject* 

j. DATE, PLACE AND AUTHORITY FOR DISPOSITION OF PRISONER: 25 Sep 46 evacuated 

to F 1! E 25 DaCEAU a.s authorized by G-2, USFET. 
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4. RnKItvI 

a^ Life History 

(1) Chronological 

1904 - Born 13 Nov 04 in ROSSEOLZEN, Bavaria. 

1910-1914 - Attended school in H0FKIBCE2.il, Bavaria, 

1914-1919 - Attended Benedictine Seminary in SCEEYERN, Bavaria. 

1919-1923 - Attended Archbishop 1 s Seminary in FREISING, 3avaria. 

1923 - 192 S - Studied theology at University of Munich. 

19?8-1929 - Attended Georgianum, MUNICH. 

1929 - Ordained a Catholic Priest hy Cardinal FAULHABER. 

1929-1931 - Taught religion in intermediate schools in FAS ING /MUNICH. 
1931-1934 - Stuftien Prefekt at Archbishop's seninary in FREISING. 

May 1933 ~ Joined NSDAF 

January 1934 - Taken into protective custody by Gestapo in MUNICH. 

April 1934 - Resigned from priesthood afld joined SD MUNICH as Scharf. . 
October 1934 - Moved to BERLIN with the SB Reichszentrale. 

1935 - Promoted to SS-Stuf. Hade referent for Church Intelligence. 

1936 - Promoted to O/Stuf. 

1935-1939 - Chief of Church Intelligence Beferat of Amt II ' of the 
SD Reichszentrale, BERLIN. Fromoted to Stubaf in 1939* 

' 1939-1940 - Chief of Church Intelligence Ref e rat in Ant 71 I of RSHA. 
1940-1941 - Chief of Church Intelligence Referat in Ant IV of RSHA. 
December 1941 - Sent to Russia and assigned to BdS KIEV under THOMAS. 

1942-1943 - Temporary Chief of Abt I and II of BdS KIEV, extensive travel 
through Russia as far as STALINGRAD. 

1943 - Returned to Germany, assigned to Amt 71 RSHA as agent. 

1944 - Moved to VELI&S, Yugoslavia. 

1945 - Captured by British in May, released as uninteresting. 

Taken into custody by CIC in KITZ3UEKEL,. Austria. 

(2) Studies 



HARTL reports that his father, a teacher in ROSSHOLZEN, was an ardent 
member of the '-liberal, free-thinking Bavarian Teachers' Association, which stood 
in ■violent opposition to the Catholic Teachers' Association and suffered hea.vily 
under the political hegemony of the clergy prevalent, at the time. His mother was 
extremely pious and a strict Catholic. If he wanted, to study, there were two 
possibilities open to him, either to teach like his father or to enter the priest- 
hood. in accordance with his mother's wishes. When he was ten years old, his father 
reluctantly gave his permission to enter the Benedictine Latin School in SCITYEBN, 
stating that there was still ample time later to decide on a career. Two years 
later his father died and shortly after his death HARTL decided to prepare for the 
Catholic priesthood. 

While at the University of MUNICH and later at the Georgianum Just 
urior to his ordination, HARTL was one of the foremost students and was already 
publishing scientific treatises in professional Journals under the auspices of 
Prof Geh Rat GOSTTLER. At the Georgianum HARTL held the office of General Prefekt, 
the highest office open to theology students. In this capacity he was responsible 
for discipline and acted as intermediary between the director, Geh Rat Prof UEIGL, 
and the theology students. 

While a student, HARTL joined the Jesuit youth movement, Neu -Deutsch- 
land, which embodied the Boy Scout principles of outdoor life on a Catholic basis, 
and was soon put in charge of the Theologians Fachschaft for all Germany. HARTL 
wrote frequently for the publication of this organization. 

During his early student days, HARTL supported himself by working 
during vacations, but after 1925 , ov/ing to numerous scholarships he receive^., he 
was able to devote more time to the Bund Neu Deutschland and thus came to know many 
of the leading Jesuits of Germany. He also traveled extensively, visiting almost 
all important shrines in Europe and all centers of church activity, including, of 
course, ROME. 
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HAHTL completed his formal theological studies in 1$28* Ee claims 
to have had doubts even at that early date about many things in the Catholic 
religion, particularly the strict clerical discipline* Ee hesitated to take the 
cloth and begged Cardinal FAULHABIE to postpone his ordinat ion, one year so that 
he might better prepare himself for the step* He began a thesis on the relative 
efficacy of free and formal prayer but never finished it. Acting on the advice 
of his father confessor* Dr SEITZ* HAHTL returned after one year to the seminary 
in FBEISI17G for final preparation for the priesthood. 

( 3 ) Teaching Experience 



Following his ordination in 1523 he received special church honorary 
offices, all leading to the teaching profession to which he aspired.. He was 
Kaplan for only a few months in I IUNI CH / BEDAUB ING a nr 3 was already teaching 
religion at the Gymnasium -'nib Healschule in ? TOUCH /PAS I EG* In 1331 he became 
Studicn Prefekt at the Albertinum in MUNICH and at the sam time taught religion 
at various educational institutions there. From 1331 to 1534 HAHTL wee Stud-ien 
Frefekt at the Archbishop* s Seminary in FREISING and instructor tff ’ religion at 
the teachers* seminary. 

(4) HAHTL Turns to the MS DAP 

During these years HAHTL began to doubt the wisdom of his choice of 
profession. E& began to auestion the strict dogma of Catholicism more and more* 
Yet* in judging the man, it must be stated that the motives for his later break 
with the church were rooted loss in a logical rejection of Catholicism as a form 
of religion than in a definite emotional and psychological disturbance bordering 
on abnormality. %en he fabled to meet the moral test, not only of a Catholic 
priest, but of any person of character* National Socialism offerer hi^ escape 
fro^ a world of strict dogma, and ritual. In 1933 HAHTL betrayed his own best 
friend to the Nazis, and so precipitate- the growing crisis within himself to the 
point where he abandoned the Church and joined ranks with the Nazis. 

EA‘TL*s best friend was Director HCSS3EHGEH of the seminary in 
FREISING, where HAHTL was teaching in the early 1930* s . HARTL describes him as 
an impulsive personality of artistic te^er ament, who often joked in the most 
shocking manner and with tho greatest irreverence about Catholic belief in 
miracles and holy relics, but piously lectured his students on these subjects. 

(By 1333 FIaHTL already established contact with various Catholic priests within 
the National Socialist Party — Eaplan GIGL, Studienrat HOTH, Abbot*. SCEACHIEITHER 
et. al - and had, joined tne Party himself, in Kay 1333* ) One day HAHTL happened to 
mention to the Zreisleiter of FREISING* LZDERER, whom hw knew through his 
(LZIEHEH , s) brother, the Stadt Pfarror (City Cl.rgymn) of I4UNICK, that H0SS3ERGEP. 
often co T r.:itt3d blasphemy against the Church en* the saints as well as against 
National Socialism and HITLER. LZEZRER thereupon asked a few more details about 
the matter and HAHTL furnished then. A short time later R0SS3ERGER was arrested 
and HAHTL was called before a special court in MUNICH as witness. His pro-Nazi 
testimony caused a sensation in the local press a.t the tine and resulted in 
R0SS3ZRGIR being sentenc d to over a year in ja.il. Cardinal FAUXEA3SK was forced 
to relieve EQSSBERGEE from office and upon his release from jail he was.reduded to 
the position of choir master in the Church of the Holy Ghost in MUNICH. 

HAHTL claims that his feeling of guilt in this affair led to a conplet 
nervous breakdown. There is no reason to doubt this* although more than likely 
it was the publicity involved which le^ to his nervous collapse. It can be as- 
sumed that, without the knowledge of the Church, HAHTL had. been furnishing the 
Nazi Party with such information on Catholic circles for some time prior to the 
H0S53EHGEH affair. Hermann EOLISNEAGEN, 0/Stuf an* 1 secretary to HAHTL in the 
SD for many years, when questioned on this point, stated that HAHTL was in the 
pay of the SD office in MUNICH! prior to 1933 air ' £ ave extremely valuable infor- 
mation to the Nazis at that time* 
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( 5 ) EAEIL Leaves the Church 

When the Church found out about his »ctivities an^ attempted to 
poison him, according' to ROLLSEEAGEB » HARIL appealed to EEYDRICH, who had hi” 
picked up on the street one day and placed in protective custody. 

EkRIl., although generally silent on his early Nazi activities, gives an 
even more sensational description of his protective arrest by the Nazis. He 
clains that he woke up one morning in January 193^ in the Gestapo headquarters in 
EUNICE entirely covered with black and blue marks and in intense pain. One foot 
revealed a large wound and his head was completely swollen and suppurative. His 
lips were blue and bloated and two teeth were missing. Ee had been beaten un- 
mercifully but remembered no things he claims. HEYDRICH told him that he had been 
beaten an.' poisoned by fanatics of the Church. During his period, of recuperation 
in Nazi custody, which lasted until April 193^» HA“IL clains to have received 
an invitation from the Archbishop's ordinariat in MUNICH to discuss his further 
activity in the Church. H; answered by resigning from the priesthood, against 
the advice of HIMMLER, who suggested he await his appointment to Studienrat, 
whcih would give him a civil service position with pension rights —something 
which should not be ignored in considering one's future. HL'KIEE then offered 
HARIL a position with the SD at 3^0 2m monthly as assistant to MaJ ILG1S in the 
SD Reichszentrale in MUNICH, '-here HaETL's knowledge of the Catholic Church could 
be exploited to the fullest, 

( 6 ) BASIL Joins the SD 



HASH was given the rank of SS-Scharf in the beginning and by 1935 
was Church referent of the SD Reichszentrale with the rank of SS-U/Stuf. In 1936 
he became SS-O/Stuf, in 1937 S/Stuf and in January 1939 SS-Stubaf. It was during 
the first few years of his Nazi activity that HAST! gained the respect of both 
EEI ERICH and EIMHLER and earned for himself the reputation as the Vatican expert 
of the Party. In this period he organized the intelligence network against the 
Church (see Organization of Church Intelligence within the GIS), placing his 
extensive knowledge of Catholic affaire at the full disposal of the Nazis. During 
the ROEEK affair in June 193^ HARIL gathered evidence against Party members sus- 
pected of close connections with the Church (statement by .Krim Rat Xarl Josef 
G35R.UH), and although definite proof is lacking, it is reasonable to assume that 
victims of his blacklist failed to survive the purge. 

( 7 ) Work for SD and RSEA 

EARTL thus entered the' inner circle of influential Nazis like 
HIMMLER, F-YDJ.IC: and MULILEI and was considered part of the well-known 
"Bavarian invasion" of BERLIN when this group of Bavarian Nazis shifted their 
SD headouarters from MUNICH to the German' capital in 1935* At' this time HARIL was 
in the church Referat in Amt I (information) of" the SD- Zentrale* In BERLIN Amt 
I became Abt II-l of the SD Hauptamt end Retained this title until the founding 
of the RSEA shortly before the outbreak of war ijj 1939* With merger of Xripo, 
Gestapo and SD, KARTL's church Referat waft at first assigned to Amt VII under 
Prof SIX, who had beep HARfL* s Amtschef under thf former set-up. This arrangement 
was purely an expedient, for HARIL continued hi® former intelligence work in- 
dependent of SIX and often reported directly to ljUELIER of Amt IV, to B3*YDRICH, or 
even to HIMMLER. SIX claims that the purpose of th« reorganization and founding of 
the RSHA in 1939 was to turn over all SD intelligence directed against opponents 
of the State (the so-called Gsgnergebiete ) to the Gestapo (the new Amt IV), and 
that for* this reason HARTL ? s church -Referat actually was a part of Amt IV as early 
as 1939* Sin(je the Gestapo already had a ' Church Referat of its own with full 
executive powers, HAEIL 'a intelligence apparatus was left dangling for a while in 
mid-air, apparently without assignment. tyith the expansion of the GIS a number of 
new personalities had appeared on the scene to compete with HASH in the church 
sector, and although HASH still apparently enjoyed the confidence of HJEYERICE, he 
had created numerous enemies among hi? immediate superiors and colleagues (SIX, 
MUELLER, ROTH, STILLER, etc), who despised him as a renegade and were highly 
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critical cf his work* It began to look very much as if the Nazis had used him 
for all he was worth and were now gently pushing him aside. 

In late 19^0 KEYDRICfi called HARTL in and told him that his Referat 
would in future he assigned to Amt IV under MUELLER. SS~0/5tub'af Reg. Rat ROTH, 
head of the already existing GHurch Referat Amt IV, would retain the executive 
function, and both he and HART! would report independently to MUELLER. HARTL 
claims that during the conversation HEYDIIICH hir.ted that he was planning to es- 
tablish a new Grupp- in Amt lV comprising the so-called Gegnergebiete (Catholicism, 
Free Masonry and Jewry) and to place HARTL in charge of this Gruppe. 

( 8 ) HARTL Sent to Russia 

HARTL was active in the Gestapo until December 1941, During this 
period he came into constant conflict with Amts chef MUELLER, who suspected him of 
being a secret Jesuit. The final break came in December, when MUELLER found out 
that HARTL had used his office to become familiar with a. young girl and had been 
caught kissing her* HARTL was discharged from the RSHA and was sent to Russia 
to work for BdS KIDV. HARTL claims that HETDRICH reduced the punishment suggested 
by hlT-LLER (assignment to a firing squad for mass executions) by' giving him the 
special mission of traveling through southern Russia and reporting on the in- 
tellectual trends in that area. 

O/Stuf ROLL&NHAGEN, who worked with HARTL from 1935 to 1941, states 
that within the RSHA HARTL had the dubious reputation of being a boaster of the 
highest order who let others do the work for him* No one believed his boast that 
he was working ^n special missions for HEYDRICH or HIMMLER and it was generally 
assumed that when he went to Russia in 1941 he was assigned to a punitive command. 
His constant sexual indiscretions with feminine personnel of the RSHA were 
notorious and such actions were ascribed to the fact that he had broken away from 
Catholic celibacy relatively late in life and thus knew no bounds. According to 
ROLLENHAGEN, HARTL was dismissed from office for attempting to approach the wife 
of a prominent Standf while traveling by train between VIENNA and BERLIN. 

HARTI’s report on Russia (see Annex X ) fails to shed sufficient light 
on his official activities there « It is known that he wa6 attached to the 
notorious Befehlshaber der Stpo and SD THOMAS in KIEV and that in the latter part 
of 1942 he was in charge 'of Abb I and II of BdS KIEV. It is evident that in 
this report he has exaggerated the importance of his mission for HEYDRICH, at the 
same time minimizing the less favorable phases of his activity under THOMAS. 

(9) End of the War 




In 1943 he fell ill and was sent to ZAKOPANE in Poland to recuperate. 
From there he joined his wife in the Tyrol and never returned to Russia. In the 
summer of 1943 he moved with his wife to VELDES RETSCEITZ in Yugoslavia and 
remained there until Germany 1 s collapse. In early Spring 1945 he and his wife 
fled before TXTO’s advance to the Tyrol. In May HARTL was interned by the British 
in SACHSENBURG and EPITTAL in Carinthia but v/as released again as uninteresting. 

In the middle of May he attempted to find employment in a journalistic capacity 
in KITZ3EEHL but was picked up by the CIC and detained* 

His wife, Marianne HARTL, has stated in interrogation that HARTL re- 
turned from Russia completely broken mentally and physically and incapable of 
working. He was moody and silent and refused to discuss his experiences in the 
East. From chance remarks she gathered that he had earned the disfavor of his 
superiors in Russia, 1 in fact had probably quarreled violently with them and, just 
as in the RSHA, was persona non grata there too. Although very much interested, 
she never found out why he failed to return to Russia. HARTL explains that hB 
did not report back to Russia after his recuperation because in occupied terri- 
tories persons who fell ill were automatically replaced after four weeks. He 
therefore reported for assignment to the RSHA in BERLIN, where SS-Stubaf BRAUNE 
directed him to MUELLER, his former Amtschef , who told him he had no opening for 
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his talents. BRA.UNE then referred him to Amt VI, where HARIL, according to his 
statement, was assigned as confidential informant to SS-Stubaf Rgg Rat Dr 
CAE5TENS, chief of the Kultur Abteilung of Amt VI. Because of his health HARIL 
was advised to retire and to devote himself to literary efforts. Then in connec- 
tion with his travels to various research libraries he could act as confidential 
informant for Amt VI. HARTL carried out this arrangement from 19^3 until the 
Spring of 19^5» reporting occasionally to CARSTENS in BERLIN various items of 
intelligence on church matters gathered during his travels. In the summer of 19^3 
HARIL, for instance, made a trip to ROME (see Annex III, Vatican Exploitation of 
Military Intelligence) at the request of his Amtschef SCHELLEN5TRG, and the results 
of this trip were then reported to CARS TEES » During the latter part of 19^3 HARIL 
spent most of his time between BERLIN and TUEBINGEN gathering material for a book 
entitled "The Russian Church in Exile 5 '. This book was never published and the 
manuscript, along with other private papers of HARIL, were left behind in VELDES, 
Yugoslavia, when HARTL and his wife fled that area in 19^5» 

(10) HARTL' s Publications 



In all EARTL has published four books. His first was called "GSsetz 
Gottes" ("The Law of God") and dealt with his own development and final break with 
the church. His second book bore the fevealing title "Priestermacht* and accord- 
ing to HARTL is a revised collection of his reports to HIMMLER on the influence of 
the Catholic priesthood in Germany. So far copies of these two books have not 
come into the hands of the interrogator, but copies of his last two books, "E'vige 
Front" ("Eternal Front") and "Zwinge Das Lebep" ("Master Life") were found In his 
wife's possession. Both are short, works of some fO to 80 pages dealing with 
ethical topics in popular sjtyle. They could only stem from the poisoned pen of 
a renegade Catholic in the pay of the Nazis. His attempts to vilify the Catholic 
Church while glorifying the Nazi Party are nauseating and often vicious, ("The 
greatest German of all times is Adolf HITLER... He has demonstrated that for a 
German the word impossible no longer exists", etc, etc. ) In preliminary interroga- 
tions EARTL hod the effrontery to claim that almost every chapter in these two 
books contained attacks on National Socialism and that it was only because of his 
membership in the S3 that he was not sent to a concentration camp. 

It is interesting to note that HARTL in choosing a pen name took the 
name Anton HOLZNER. He claims that it is just a coincidence that a well known 
MUNICH puthor of great merit in Catholic literature happens to bear the name Josef 
HOLZNER. According to HARTL, HIMMLER forced him to assume a nom de plume for his 
publications in order to avoid the impression that his books were in any way 
connected with his official capacity and hie official person and to show that 
they represented only his private opinion. His books appeared under the name 
Anton HOLZNER, but his magazine articles went under the name Georg ALBERT. 

(ll) HARIL *s Marriage 

HARTL's marriage relationship also gives an interesting insight into 
his character. He first met his wife in 193 6 at an SS party to which about 100 
BDK leaders had been invited. They were married on 29 Apr 37* 

His wife, Marianne, was born 8 Feb 17 in BUENOS AIBES, the daughter 
of a German businessman SCHUERER-STOLLE and his wife Pauline, nee von STOCXHAUSEN. 
Her father died during World War I. Her mother, almost completely lame, is now 
living with her in the British zone in VEHLEN near BUSCKEBURG. 

At the time of their marriagd HARIL 's wife held the rank of Jung- 
maedel Referentin in the HJ Bann 201, but abandoned all Party activities following 
their marriage. She was a close friend of Mrs HEYDRICH but cared less for HEY- 
DRICH, because he was extremely vain and extremely critical of HARTL, who failed 
to satisfy HEYDRICH' s conception of the SS-type. (HARTL claims that his wife once 
slapped KEYD.RICH for making improper advances and, if true, this may have in- . 
fluenced HEYDRICH in his decision to send HARTL to Russia in 1941.) 
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HARTL is 13 years older than his wife and this difference in age nay 
account for his peculiar attitude toward hiB wife, who was surprisingly frank: in 
her statements on their relationship. She stated that he is still too much of a 
Catholic priest to he an ideal husband. He is taciturn, strict, evasive, never 
<-'*'?n in his opinions and very moody. He never confided in her about his work or 
s thoughts and kept to himself most of the time. Their first two years of 
Triage were the happiest, but after 1939 HARTL began to lose his standing in the 
.tiSEA and became nervous and irritable. The marriage remained childless until 
HARTL was interned in Hay of 19^5» when she bore him twin boys. 

(l2) RSKA Conferences on HESS and on Russia 

Indicative of HARTL's aignifigance within the ASHA is the fact that 
his opinion was often sought ir. questions of national importance. A few days after 
Rudolf HESS flew to England SEYDRICH called a meeting of certain experts of the 
RSHA to discuss the possible reasons for HESS's action and the consequences which 
might result. There were about ten persons present at the meeting, among them 
HARTL. HITLER was represented by his personal physician Prof BRANDT and St/Sek 
Dr KLOFIER represented BOEMANH. Germany’s leading psychiatrist Prof dd CRISIS 
was present, as well as 0HL1FD0RF of Amt III and MUELIRR of Amt IV. Others present 
were HEBE of Amt V and SPENGLER, as the editor responsible for the "Berichte 
aus den Reich" ("Reports from the Reich"). HARTL took part in the meeting as 
expert on possible religious motives for the HESS flight. 

The meeting began with a discussion by the two physicians, BRANDT 
and de CRINIS on the existence of psychopathic and schizophrenic tendencies in 
HESS. SpENGLER then reported that according to information reaching him (through 
"3erichte aus dem Reich") the German people were deeply moved by the affair, but 
were still faithful to HITLER. 

HARTL contributed the statement that HESS was by nature extremely 
romantic and exhibited many mystic tendencies. These mystic tendencies were 
encouraged by a certain member of HESS' s staff, Reichsamtsleiter SCHULTE-STRATEAUS, 
whose brother was the abbot of a Catholic monastery. HESS was profoundly in- 
terested in the occult and had spent a small fortune on astrology, anthroposophics, 
theosophies, mesmerism, etc. 

EEYDRICH attempted at this point to develop the theory that the 
British Secret Service had planted astrologers near HESS, but there was no way to 
prove such a theory. 

The conclusion was drawn at the meeting that HESS actually believed 
that through his own personality he could somehow bring about peace with Great 
Britain. 



Another instance indicative of HARIL's importance within the RSHA was 
his participation in a secret meeting some two or three months prior to Germany's 
attack on Russia. Amtschef MUELLER called the meeting to discuss the commitment 
of Sipo and SD units in Russia, once the Russian campaign got under way. 

MUELLER opened the secret meeting by declaring that HITLER had de- 
cided to attack Russia and that in the opinion of all ’military experts in Germany 
this campaign would be won in no tim®. It would then be the task of the police 
to maintain order in the Gorman-occupied areas of Russia. MUELLER then demanded 
from each Referent of Amt IV written suggestions as to the measures to be taken. 

HARTL, as Referent of the Church Referat of Amt IV, submitted a 
report stating that none of the various church groups in Russia represented a 
political danger to the German Occupational Authority or to the German policy, and 
that therefore these groups should be granted the widest latitude in their activi- 
ties, particularly since after the violent suppression of such groups by the 
Soviets, — especially the Orthodox groups, large numbers of Russians might be 
won over to the Nazis by such a policy. 
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In his speech at the meeting MU EL LER stated that the war with Russia 
rould last at the most eight weeks and that Germany could then concentrate all 
efforts against England. Russia would be invaded by three columns, one via KIEV to 
the Caucasus, one via LENINGRAD to MURMANSK and one via MOSCOW to the Urals. 
Everything between the three columns would collapse and it would then be the task 
of the police to reestablish order in these parts. 

SS-Stubaf EICHMANN, as Referent of the Jewish Referat, submitted the 
proposal to exterminate all Jews in Russia. 

b. Organization of Church Intelligence Within the SD -and RSHA 
( 1 ) SD and Church Intelligence 

With the seizure of power in 1933 efforts were immediately launched to 
establish a church intelligence system within the SD Zentrale in MUNICH, which at 
that tine was under the direction of Dr Werner BEST. Dr August Wilhelm PATIN, then 
Stif tskanonifus and instructor of religion at the Ludwigs Realschule in MUNICH 
and a cousin of HIMMLER, was entrusted with this task. PATIN had a great deal of 
prestige among the higher clergy, and being related to the Archbishop of BAMBERG, 

Dr LAUCK, also had access to those circles close to the German episcopate. 

In the latter part of 1933 the beginning of 1934 MaJ a D and 
SS-Stubaf Walter ILLGES received an order from HIMMLER and HEYURICH to begin the 
systematic organization of a Church Division (Kirch^n/Abt ) within the SD Reichs 
Sentrale in MUNICH. ILLGES, who reportedly died a few years ago, was known for his 
books against the separatist movement in the Rhineland a nd as a specialist on gen- 
eral questions of church policy. In the spring of 19^4 Martin WOLF became his 
Kirchen Referent. WOLF later attained the rank of SS-Stubaf and was Chief of the 
Kultur Abt for the Reichs Protektor in PRAGUE. HARTL worked with both ILLGES and 
WOLF as scientific advisor for Catholic questions. 

In the summer of 1934 the SD Haupt Amt was established in BERLIN and 
the office in MUNICH became an SD Obsrabschnitt. PATIN remained in MUNICH and took 
over the Kirchen Referat of that office, while ILLGES, WOLF and H&ETL transferred 
to the newly erected main office in BERLIN. During his period of activity in 
MUNICH, which according to HARTL lasted until 1937 or 1938* PATIN was considered 
the best reporter on church questions. This was particularly true in the years 
prior to 193 & when the general church intelligence system was still in the initial 
stages of development. Through his intimate connections with the higher clergy he 
succeeded in obtaining confidential material for the SD, some of which had not even 
been revealed to the lower clergy. He also kept the main office of the SD in 
BERLIN informed on ell speeches which Cardinal FAULHA3ER* or other leading Church 
personalities gave before private meetings of Catholic priests. 



4f 

As far as HARTL knows, FAULHABEE never worked officially for the SD, but he 
must have known that PATIN was active in it. FAULEABSR was considered to 
belong politically to the extreme right wing of the Bayerische Volks Partei or to 
the Bayerische Koenigs Bund. He is said to have adhered to these “convictions ev@n. 
after the seizure of power by the Nazis. While working in the archiepiscopal 
Studien Seminar in FREISING from 1919 to 1923 hud later from 1931 to 1934 , HARTL 
found out that in the Studien Seminar as well as in the archiepiscopal' Klbrikal 
Seminar a considerable quantity of weapons and ammunition was being kept hidden 
with the permission of FAULHABEE (KAEi'L. was told this by the Seminar Direktor 
RGSS3ES.G2R) . There were rifles, machine guns an C two small artillery pieces. 

HARTL states that he saw these weapons himself. Some of them were stored in a 
secret hiding place in the archiepiscopal Klerikal Seminar, which could be reached 
by a hidden staircase located under a stone slab near the main altar. These 
weapons were used for secret military exercises. Thus, in HARTL’b opinion, 
FAULHABEE. aided in making possible the rebirth of militarism in Germany. 
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PATIN abandoned the priesthood around 1937 or 193® and was made Ober- 
regierungs Eat by EIl'iMLEE and assigned to Amt VII of the ESHA to undertake research 
on church questions (witchcraft). 

The Xirchen Keferat of the newly erected SD Hauptamt in BEBLIN was at 
first under the direction of ILLGES, who was also in charge of Amt I of the SD 
Hauptamt. I stood for Information and was divide'’ into such subjects as Communism, 
Free Masonry, Church, etc. WOLF was soon made Xirchen Eeferent, particularly 
for Catholic questions, and HASTL was his assistant. In 1935 IBICES retired and 
WOLF received a special order from HIMMLEH to make a scientific study of Bolshevism. 
HAETL then became Xirchen Eeferant of SD Hauptamt, at first under ILLGES Just prior 
to his retirement and later under Dr BEHSEMS, former SD Oberabschnitts Fuehrer 
BERLIN, who became head of the new Amt II of SD Hauptamt in BERLIN. HAETL' s 
immediate superior was the Abteilungs Chef, at first SS-O/Fuehrer EHKLINGEE, then 
SS— Standf Dr XN0CH1N, later SS-O/Stubaf SUKR. 

In 1937 Br SIX replaced BEHEENS as Amts Chef II of the SD-Hauptamt. 

(2) Gestapo and Church 

The Gestapo, which was later to become Amt IV of ESHA, also had its 
own Xirchen Eeferat for executive functions, such as dissolution of church 
organizations, confiscation of church property, arrest of theologians, etc. As 
early as 193^ this Eeferat had its own special intelligence service to support 
its executive measures against the church. The difference between this intelli- 
gence service end the intelligence service of the Xirchen Eeferat of the SD 
Hauptamt was one both of purpose and method. HAETL states that the purpose of his 
intelligence service was to keep all leading personalities of the Belch continually 
informed about the general church-political situation in Germany. To achieve this, 
HAETL saw to it that, he remained in friendly contact with the higher clergy and 
at the same time organized an intensive network of spies within their ranks. 

HAETL, who had made an intensive study of the intelligence methods of the Jesuits, 
used them, as a model, and was thus in a position to inform Germany's leaders not 
only on general church policy in Germany, but also on extremely important plans 
and measures of the Church as well as on th? world political situation of the 
Church. 



The intelligence Eeferat of the Gestapo, on the other hand, was 
more interested in obtaining a maximum number of prohibitions, warnings and arrests, 
and was thus forced to institute a petty informant system among the lower clergy, 
where indiscretions were more prevalent. Both intelligence services, 6ays 
HAETL, were constantly competing with one another. A system of petty spying could 
not have served his purpose, claims HA-ML. He preferred to work with a network 
of undercover agents among the higher clergy, particularly in the bishops' 
ordinariats, to obtain documents such’ a s~ the secret protocol 'of the Fulda Bishops' 
Conference," signed by the presiding officer, Cardinal BIETEAI: of BRESLAU. 

(3) Formation of RSHA 

From 1935 until 1938 or 1939 HAETL 's Xirchen Eeferat, together with 
its intelligence service, was part of Amt II of the SD Hauptamt. With the 
reorganization and merging of SD, Kripo and Gestapo into the nascent ESHA, 

HAEi’L's Eeferat was transferred to Amt VII of ESHA under Dr SIX, who until then 
had been Amts Chef II of SD Hauptamt. His new task was more limited in scope 
and placed more emphasis on the intelligence character of his work. He defines 
this task as intelligence gathering on the general church-political situation 
in German;' and the preparation of scientific background material on all church 
Questions .handled by the various offices of ESHA. In the new organization Amt III 
(SD) still maintained a Xirchen Eeferat which had the double task of keeping a 
check on the entire church development and activity in all fields, such as in 
schools, in the sciences, in the training of youth etc, as well as checking on 
the various popular religious movements (such as the Ludendorff movement in and 
outside Germany). 
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(4) Amt VI and Church 

At the same time, Amt VI of RSHA established, on order of HEYDRICE, its 
own Kirchen Aeferat which originally had the task of checking on the world-political 
situation of the Church and on religious groups in the various foreign countries 
including those occupied by Germany, such as in the Gau Danzig/Westpreussen or the 
War the Gau. Later, after about 1942, this Referat was organized into a special 
Va t ikan~Eef e re t . 

( 5 ) Amt IV and Church 

Early in December 1940 KAATL was transferred by order of HEYDRICB from 
Amt VII to Amt IV to direct the counter-intelligence service against the Church 
(Kirchlicher Gegnernachrichtendienst). His entire intelligence apparatus, complete 
with all personnel and records, was transferred from Amt VII to Amt IV and was 
reorganized into a unified counter-intelligence system. Only the scientific re- 
search branch for the church sector remained with Amt VII. 

Amt IV, however, already had a Kirchen Seferat with executive functions, 
which at the time of BASIL'S transfer was under Oberregierungs Eat ROTH, who later 
became Stapoleiter in DORTMUND* Under the new system HEYDRICE kept both Eefarate 
separate and had EAETL and EOTH "both report independently to their Amts Chef 
liUELLER. BASIL claims that at the time of his transfer EEYDRICH had half promise** 
to put him in charge of a Gruppe comprising* the Kirchen Seferat, EICHMANN’ s Juden 
Seferat and the Seferat dealing with Freemasonry , . but this plan was never put into 
effect. 

HAATL remained in charge of the intelligence service of Kirchen Seferat 
IV until December 1941, when he was sent to Russia on his special mission for 
HEYDRICE (see Annex X). 

( 6 ) BARI'L's Workers 



In the per od from 1935 until the end of 1941 HARTL had a number of 
important people working under him v r ho contributed valuable aid in the establish- 
ment of hARTL's intelligence service. These were: 

(a) SS-Standf Paul 2APP (later KdS Krin) SD Ahschnitts Fuehrer and 
deputy Inspekteur der SIF0 and SD in DRESDEN. 

(b) SS-O/Stubaf LGOSS, later with Amt VI ASHA and deputy KdS KHARKOV, 

(c) SS-O/Stubaf Theo GAESMAFN (le.ter SD Abschnitts Fuehrer LINZ) 

(d) SS-K/Stuf KUNZE, later with Kirch n Eeferat Amt IV RSHA. 

(e) SS-H/Stuf Dr KU7A.WSKI, later of Amt VII. 

(f) SS-H/Stuf UANDE3IEBEN, later SD Abschnitt STETTIN. 

(g) SS-H/Stuf STILLER, later with Amt III ESKA. 

(h) SS— H/Stuf ROLIEl'JKAGEN, HARTL's secretary and later with Amt IV 
Kirchen Referat. Kept card index of all V-Leute. 

(i) DUCHESNE, later with Amt VII 

(j) DE BCSR, later lieutenant in the Luftwaffe. 

(k) ALIINGER 

(l) SS-O/Stuf JAKOBS 
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( 7 ) Members of Kirchen Eeferat of Amt IV 



The Kirchen Eeferat of Amt IV with its executive functions was for the 
most pert in the hands of civil servants with legal training, mostly with the title 
of Oberregierungs Rat. HAETL gives the follvoing list of those who were active 
in executive capacity in Kirchen Eeferat Amt IV from 193*+ to 19*+5* The list is not 
strictly chronological: 

(a) SS-O/Stubaf und Ob Keg Eat HASELBACHEE (killed in accident) 

(b) SS r O/Stubaf und Ob Keg Eat • HARTMANN (later KdS LUXEMBOURG) 

(c) SS-O/Stubaf und Ob Eeg Eat LISCHKA (later KdS PAEIS) 

(d) SS-Brig Dr SCHOEEGARTH (later KdS CRACOW) 

(e) SS-Stafu Dr RUX, later KdS BROMBERG, then BdS Corinthia and 
Oberkrain. 

(f) SS-O/Stubaf and Ob Reg Eat ROTE, later Stapoleiter in DORTKOND. 

Was in charge of Kirchen Eeferat (Executive) in 19 *+i, when HAETL 
was active in this Eeferat. 

(g) SS-Stubaf and Eeg Rat HAHNEHBEUCH 

(h) SS-Stubaf and Eeg Eat N3UHAUS (former Protestant theologian) 

Later KdS POSEN. 

(i) SS-O/Stubaf and Ob Eeg Rat Dr JA EE.. 

(j) SS-O/Stubaf and Ob Eeg Eat B IEBERSTEIN-S CYMANOWSKI 
(former Protestant Provost Prior) later KdS ROSTOV. 

(k) O/Stubaf and Ob Eeg Eat KORNDOERFER, Inter Stapoleiter in KASSEL. 

(l) SS-O/Stubaf and Cb Eeg Eat BARIZ, later director of the Eeferat 
for Foreign Workers in Germany in Amt IV ESHA. 

(8) Training of Workers 



When HAETL was promoted to Kirchen Referent in the SD Hauptamt in 1935, 
he immediately set about building up hie intelligence service along the lines of 
the Jesuit information services. Outer framework of his intelligence system was, 
of course, the SD organization within the Reich. To each SD Oberabschnitt he 
assigned a Kirchen Referent and to each SD\Abschnitt a Kirchen Sachbearbeiter 
(Special Assistant for Church ouestions). ^hose chosen by HAETL for these positions 
were then given training in SD work and in church ouestions at the SD school in 
BESLIN/GEUNEWaLD under Dr SCHEEL, who later Became Gauleiter and Reich Studenten 
Fuehrer. Between 1935 and 1933 tire series of courses given in these subjects 
for SD church experts were repeated three or four times. 

( 9 ) Collection of Information 



The Eeferenten and the special assistants at the various levels of the 
SD organization (Oberabschnitt, Abschnitt, Leitabschnitt ) submitted all material 
dealing with their own area of jurisdiction to local Party offices, either to the 
Gauleiter, to the Eegierungs Fraesidenten, to the EJ Gebiets Fuehrung, to 
Stapostellen etc. ) Material of national importance was submitted to the Church 
Eeferat of Amt II of SD Eauptamt in BERLIN aB long as this office was in 
existence. Later, when the work of the Kirchen Eeferat had been broken down and 
divided among' the newly, created Eeferate of Ant III, IV and VII of RSEA, material 
of national importance was submitted either to one of the new Church Eeferate or 
to all three at the same time. 
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The regional offices of the G-estepo also collected intelligence on 
Church matters, for the most part intelligence of executive interest* Originally, 
this ■ material, if it went beyond local interest, was submitted directly to 
Gestapo headquarters in BERLIN. Later, with the creation of RSHA, it was sub- 
mitted to the executive branch of Amt IV RSHA. 

The intelligence material was gathered either by agents (V-Leute), 
who reported directly to the local SD office, or by roundabout means through an 
SA or SS Fuehrer, Kreisleiter, etc, who happened to be on particularly intimate 
terms with some church personality. HARTL established the principle, however, 
that it was the duty of the Special Assistants for Church matters in the various 
SD offices to maintain a maximum number of high caliber agents themselves and to 
assure their cooperation by means of small gifts (cigars, alcohol, books). 

In the occupied areas there were no special assistants for church 
matters attached to the offices of Sipo and SD. Church questions were at times 
referred to the Referenten of Amt III and Amt IV of the BdS, as was the case in the 
occupied areas of Russia, and at other times the BdS would have its own Church 
Expert, as in PARIS, BRUSSELS, KRAKOW and PLAGUE. The Befehlshaber in these 
areas were, however, exceedingly independent and often received their orders 
directly from HEYDRICK or HIMMLER without going through the Amts chef of RSHA. 

Thus their church experts reported for the most port only to their own BdS or to 
the ESSPf in their area. If their reports reached the RSHA they were channeled 
in the majority of cases to the Gruppe Volkstum in Amt III. 

HARIL also had some agent6 of national importance, who reported 
directly to the RSHA without going through subordinate SD offices; e g , 
Reichsbischof KUELIEK, Minis terial-Dirigent ROTH, Landesbisch of WEIDE‘'!ANN, 
Metropolitan SERAPHIM, etc. 

If it was established that a certain person not belonging to the SD 
organization had particularly intimate contacts with the higher clergy and wa3 
willing to exploit them for the Intelligence Service, such a person was as a rule 
enrolled in the SS and assigned as honorary assistant to the SD. An example of 
this type of informant was the former Economics Minister of the Bayerische 
Volks Partei, Gr.af Q]UADT-ISNY, who enjoyed not only the most intimate business 
and friendly contacts with , but was also related to, very high Church circles in 
Germany, Austria and Hungary. He personally made HIMMLER the otfer to exploit 
these contacts in the interest of the German Intelligence Service. As a result 
he was accepted into the SS, was given the rank of SS-Stubaf, and assigned to the 
SD as honorary assistant. 

The intelligence material sent in by all SD offices in the Reich and 
submitted directly by special agents was then processed by the various Church 
Ref era te of the RSHA into intelligence reports for the Kininstry of Churches, 
the Party Chancellory, The Foreign Office, The Propaganda Ministry, the Ministry 
of the Interior, and- in particularly important cases, for GOERING, HITLER, Hl'iMLSR 
et al personally. All reports submitted to offices of the Reich were signed by 
HEYDRICII and less frequently by HUSKIER. The Amts Chef signed all reports to 
offices on a level with tis office. Reports and instructions to subordinate 
offices were also signed by the Amts Chef or by the Abt Leiter. General 
instructions going out to all SD offices were as a rule signed only by HEYDRICH 
and on rare occasions by the Amts Chef. HARTL, as Referent, claims that he signed 
only for minor questions in connection with reports from subordinate offices. 

(10) Summary of Work Done 

HARTL has given the following outline of his intelligence work which 
was broken down, as is the case with every intelligence service, into intelligence 
gathering and intelligence evaluation. 
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The intelligence gathering was carried out! 

a) By studying. the essential church literature. 

b) By utilizing the network of agents established among the higher 
clergy vrith the aid of the special assistants for church matters 
in SD offices. 

The intelligence evaluation was carried out: 

a) By submitting regular reports to all leading personalities of the 
Reich. 

b) By writing' special reports on certain problems « 

c) By answering questions submitted by the various leading 
personalities of the Reich. 

The 'substance of these reports was always the political problems 
connected with the church. If, for example, the Pope issued an encyclical, or made 
an important speech, or whenever some Vatican office, such a.s the Commissio Fro 
Russia, held a meeting, reports would con. in from the ag:nts among: the Roman 
theologians and these reports would deal with background and importance of the event 
in Question. Such material would then be evaluated and sent as a report either to 
RIB3ENTRQP . HIMMLER, HITLER, or G0ERIKH etc. 

Whenever the German Bishops came together, the secret protocol of their 
meeting would reach the SB through members of the various episcopal^ curia. 

Whenever politics were mentioned in a sermon, whenever secret meetings 
were held, etc, reports poured in to the SD immediately. 

Whenever the Vatican appointed a new bishop or whenever the State 
appointed a new professor of theology or promoted an old one or wanted to honor 
him with Borne kind of decoration, the Church Ministry would always' first submit 
questions to the SD to find out all it could about the nan. 

HITLER himself often submitted very complicated questions, for example, 
concerning the activity of the Jesuits in Japan, or concerning the latest stand- 
point of Vatican politics, or concerning the wealth of the Catholic Church in 
Germany in real estate and other property. To answer this last question a number 
of assistants had to devote all their time over a period of years until the work 
finally grew into a special Aeferat, which was then assigned to Amt III because 
HARIL had no knowledge of economics. 

Whenever a Ministry of the Reich instituted a measure effecting the 
Church, it would first submit questions on the matter to the Kirchen Referatand, 
when the measure went into effect, the Kirohen Referat had to report to the Ministry 
on the reaction to the measure in church circles, 

HARIL claims to have carried out his work ^lon c the above general lines 
regardless of the Amt he happened to be attached to at the time, whether it was the 
old Amt I of the SD, or Amt II of the SD Hauptamt, or Amt VJI and IV of RSHA. He 
makes every effort to disclaim responsibility for the executive functions of Amt IV, 
to which he was assigned in 1941# Amt IV, he states, originally had only an 
executive function (measures against priests and pastors and aghast Church or- 
ganizations, e g,fines, warnings, speech prohibitions, house searches. 5 In the case 
of more drastic measures jurisdiction passed to some higher office, but the Church 
Referent of Amt IV could always submit suggestions). The executive function of 
Amt IV was always in the hands of a civil servant with legal training, even during 
HARIL * s activity as Referent in that office, when he was ostensibly in charge. HARTL 
claims that his second successor in office, the Protestant theologian Dr KETJHAUS, 
was the first to combine both executive functions and intelligence, and then only 
after he had been appointed Reg Rat. 
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(ll) SD Leaders for Church Hatters 

HARTL has submitted the following list of Church Referenten and 
Special Assistants for Church Hatters in the various SD offices: 



VIENNA 


SS-Stubaf GAHEMANN ( 193 S— Ul ) la ter SD Abschnitts Fuehrer in LINZ. 


SALZBURG 


SS-H/Stuf Dr v LC'SPICRL 


riUNICH 


SS-Stubaf Dr PATIN (to 1938), then SS-O/Stubaf 
Dr SCHICK, then about I 9 UO-U 5 SS-Stubaf WUCKNTR. 


STUTTGART 


SS-O/Stubaf ELLING (1935-39), SS-H/Stuf BOCKHARDT 


FRANKFURT a/M 


SS-Stubaf Prof Dr NELIS and SS-Stubaf UKPFEN3ACH. 


DUESSZLDG5F' 


SS— Stuba£ GL I ITS KBERG and SS-K/Stuf P ANHUI S . 


STETTIN 


SS-O/Stubaf LOOSS ( teir>porarily ) 


KOENIGSBERG 


SS O/Stuf AETINGER ( te -r, porarily ) 


.POSEN 


SS-Stubafu GRUZHN 


BRESLAU 


SS-H/Stuf ROESNER 


DRESDEN 


SS-E/Stuf XNOER 


BERLIN 


SS-H/Stuf BICK 


PRAGUE 


SS-H/Stuf MAYER 


CRAGOW 


SS-H/Stuf FROMM 


BRUSSELS 


SS-H/Stuf SEECK 


PARIS 


SS-H/Stuf SOMMER 


KAISERSLAUTERN 


SS-S tubaf DUFFNER. 



c. Intelligence Sources Vi thin the Churches 

The success of HARTL* s intelligence system depended to a large degree 
on active cooperation of leading Church dignitaries and his testimony bears out 
the fact that this cooperation was not lacking. The various SD offices through- 
out Germany functioned as collecting points for intelligence originating with 
agents within the Church, many of whom held high rank in the Church hierarchy. 
Cooperation of the Catholic and the Protestant Churches was assured, states HARTL, 
since both churches had been active in assisting HITLER to power. Through the 
intervention of Reichs Bischof KUELIER, then Vehrkreis Ffarrer, HITLER had his 
first meeting with the generals of the Reichswehr in HUELLEB 1 s home. Only 
through KUELLER, states HAR.TL, was it possible for HITLER to gain the confidence 
of these high-ranking generals. Cardinal IAULHABER. was known for his ultra- 
nationalistic views, underscored by his having hidden weapons and ammunition from 
the Allied Control Commission after the last war and having offered them for 
secret military training. An important group of Catholics did refuse to cooperate 
with HITLER when he came to power, but this resistance was completely broken 
when the Pope signed the concordat. KEYDRICH repeated a conversation he had with 
HITLER to HARTL, in which HITLER is said to have stated tnat he coulil not have 
stayed in power, if the Pope had not broken the resistance among German Catholics 
by signing the concordat, thus bringing millions of church goers over to his 
side. 
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( 1 ) Informants in Germany and Italy 

Some of these informants of the GIS supplied intelligence material out 
of sheer patriotism, others received along: with their expense money occasional 
gifts. Still others received a stipulated tax-fref: monthly fee ranging from 
100 to oOO Ris. And then there were those who had been caught in a compromising 
situation and furnished information to avoid scandal. Personal feelings, such as 
envy, animosity, etc were frequent motives. HARTL estimates that in every 
Catholic diocese and in every Protestant Landeskirche there were from 10 to 20 
priests, monks and other church personalities working for the regional SD office. 

He himself came in contact only with k.ey agents whose contacts often reached to 
the cardinals of the Papal curia or to rhe Pope himself. 

One of HARTL' s best intelligence sources was Ministerial Dirigent 
Josef ROTH , who was Chief of the Catholic Division in the Reichs Ministry for 
Church Affairs. Prior to assuming this position in 1935 EOTE had been instructor 
for religion and Studien Pat at the Maria Theresia Realschule in MUNICH. ROTH 
was a Catholic priest and he remained a priest until his death in 1S^1» when he 
was buried with all church honors. The entire clergy including all German bishops 
knew ILCTH as a convinced Nazi of many years standing who had always been HI TLER ! s 
personal advisor on all church que stions long before he came to power. ROTH 
maintained close contact with all Germans of the Church traveling to ROME for a 
short visit or with the intention cf serving the Church therd for a long' period. 

His influence on these groups was tremendous, for he controlled the issuance of 
foreign exchange for such trips and also granted all professorships of theology 
in Germany. Thus he received from them a constant stream of information concerning 
inside happenings at the Vatican and the attitude of the cardinals tovard various 
political problems or concerning future measures planned by the Church. BOTH 
exercised practically the same power over theologians traveling to other countries 
such as to Spain or USA. BOTH passed on all this information to HARTL , whom he 
met almost daily. Sometimes he gave the information orally, at other times he 
supplied him with written reports of the greatest detail. ROTH also received 
regularly the German Bishops, particularly Bishop WIEN KEN and Bishop BERNING of 
03NA3EUECK, who was Prussian Staats Rat. It was impossible for the Catholic Church 
not to be aware of the intimate c operation between ROTH and HARTL. They met 
almost every day in the Wilhelm Strasse in BERLIN and often had lunch togfcllaer 
in any one of the well-known BERLIN restaurants. R0TK ! s special assistant, the 
Catholic priest and Canonist, Dr Sebastian SCHR0ECKH3R, was well aware of the 
collaboration between ROTH and HARTL. 

An example of the close collaboration between ROTE and HARTL occured 
just after the death of Pope Pius XI. Prom one of his personal agents in the 
Vatican, Min Dir BOTH received the report that a majority of the conclave could 
be persuaded to support a candidate amenable to National Socialism, provided 
Germany made a secret payment of three million gold marks. 

ROTH, informed HaRTL ">f the matter and HARTL immediately reported it 
to to HIMMLER who Lost no time in discussing it personally with HITLER. The 
decision was to have ROTH, as Lead of the Catholic Division of the Church Ministry, 
and HARTL,. as Church Referent of Amt I7.RSEA, both submit separate opinions on 
the matter. ROTH advised payment of the sum, while HARTL, as he claims, suggested 
that Germany refrain from interfering in the papal election. HITLER approved 
HARTL * s suggestion and the deal fell through* 

As HARTL remembers, it was a ouestion of electing the Archbishop of 
rLORENCi or the Cardinal of TURIN. The latter worked very closely with the Amt 
VI RSHA and with other German offices and was even active in this capacity 
following the Allied occupation of Italy, 

HARTL received numerous reports from within the Papal Nuntietur in 
BERLIN, which was under Archbishop Cesare ORSENIGO. In Roman circles as well as in 
3ERLIN, ORSENIGO was known to be absolutely pro-Fascist. From numerous remarks 
macie by him it was clear that he sharply rejected the aggressive attitude of 
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many among the lower clergy against National Socialism, The SD office in BERLIN 
succeeded in winning over one of the few employees in the Papal Nuntiatur as agent. 
In the last few years important and interesting statements of ORSENIGO reached 
KARTL's ears through Bishop ’ .EiHUN who was often together with the Papal Nuncio. 

The SD office in VIEDUg also had excellent contacts with the Nuntiatur 
in PRESSBURG as well as with Dr IISO. Both sources suprlied frequent and highly 
inter sting information on Vatican politics in eastern Europe. T, ith Dr TISO it 
was a case of open collaboration, whereas the information received from the Papal 
Nuntiatur in PRESSBURG came through an agent within the st^ff, just as in BERLIN. 

Prelate Dr Peter WERHUN, Apostolic Admins trator of the Unierte Kirche 
in all eastern occupied areas with the rights of bishop, was a personal friend ■ 
of HARTL and gave him an interesting insight into the Vatican's work in Russia. 
"LREUN was a former Ukrainian officer, and as a Ukrainian an avid opponent of 
Polish Catholicism, who often told HARTL that in him three souls were harmoniously 
combined; he still felt himself an officer, he was a bishop, and he was a friend of 
Germany. VERHUN had his bishop's seat in BERLIN where HARTL made his acouaintance 
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Prof HAVER of the episcopal academy in PADER30RN (see Annexes V Gas 
Chambers and III Military Intelligence of Vatican) achieved great succes in 
gathering military intelligence while visiting ROME in 19^3 and was aided in this 
task by personalities of the Vatican. KARTL cannot say whether MAYER later per- 
formed further tasks for RSEA. 

Frof ECLNSTLINER, who taught Catholic theology in VIENNA and was an 
intimate friend of SCHUSNIGG, collaborated with the Austrian SD offices following 
his marriage to a professional singer in 1939 * He worked particularly with the 
SD office in LINZ. 

The former Catholic theology professor in BRESLAU Prof Dr KOCH was 
very closely connected with all ecclesiastical scientists of the Church and gleaned 
from them many details on general Church policy which helped to round out the 
picture obtained from other intelligence sources. He submitted all information 
which he gathered while carrying on research to the SD. KARTL also maintained 
personal contact with KOCH. 

Prof Dr Sebastian HERKIE, professor of theology in UUERZBTJRG-, was 
considered to be among; the leading experts on Vatican diplomacy. He regularly 
submitted very important intelligence reports on Vatican policy to HARTL. His 
special field of research was the history of Vatican diplomacy and this work 
brought him in contact with all leadin, Catholic scientists. For his reseerch 
HITLER awarded him. the Adlerschild des deutschen Reiches, the highest award given 
to scientists. 

The former Catholic monk and SS-Brigf Karl SCHAEFER remained in in- 
timate contact with the monasteries of western Germany, Holland and Belgium, 
handing over the intelligence gathered from these sources to the SD. SCHAEFER 
at one time SS-Abschnittsfuehrer in FRANKFURT/ 0 and later became HSSPf 
DNEPROPETROVSK. 

The former Catholic theologian end professor at the University of 
FRANKFURT, Prof Dr KELTS also maintained an intensive intelligence network in 
leading Church circles of western Germany, Holland and Belgium, and worked in close 
collet oration with EdS Br.USSELS- Frior to th'e war he often attended church 
contentions in England and in western Europe for the SD. His special field was 
the observation of cultural influences of the Church in western Europe. 

Pater BLEAK, a Benedict ire monk who had at ore time played an important 
role in tie economic administration of the Bavarian Benedictine monasteries, left 
the monastery and began to collaborate closely with SD beginning about 1937* He 
worked particularly for the special Referat to determine the economic power of the 
Church which had been set up in Ant III RSEA. 




V 



V- 



SECRET 

CI-FIR/123 



The SD office in SALZBURG paid 600 Rjn a month and travel expenses for 
intelligence received from a certain UNGER (fnu) who was the per c onal friend and 
counsellor of Prince Bishop Dr UAITZ. UNGER was one of the few paid agents. 

The SD in PRAGUE also had excellent connections in Church circles 
through Czech theolOf if ns. Prelate B03E was one of their "best sources of 
intelligence. 

In Italy BdS VERONA maintained close contact with Cardinal SCHUSTER 
who vas known to "be pro-Fascist and extremely anti-Russian. While in CIE 71 
HA5.TL was told by the former mayor of INNSBRUCK and SS-Staf in BOLSANO, Dr DENZ, 
that Cardinal SCFUSTIR made It possible for the BdS of ^'EROilA, SS-Grupf EARSTER^ 
and the HSSPf in Italy, SS-O/Gruf UQLF, to escape to Switzerland. 

SD BOLZANO was able to submit excellent intelligence reports on church 
matters to RSHA for this office had Patriarch EUYN, the former Archbishop of 
Frague, who had been active in the Vatican and was also honorary Patriarch of 
ALEXANDRIA, as one of its intelligence sources. HUYN, who was living in retirement 

in BOLZANO, had excellent knowledge of leading personalities ’of the Vatican, 
particularly on their political attitude. 

SD ZAGREB succeeded in gaining as agent one of the closest collaborators 
of Bishop STEPAN IK (?) of Yugoslavia at the 3ishop's ordinariat. in ZAGREB. This 
agent frequently traveled to ROME for the Bishop and for the SD and returned with 
valuable intelligence material. This agent was of particular importance, according 
to HAR-TL, because the France Secret Service also had its contacts with the Bishop's 
ordinariat in ZAGREB and thus he vas occasionally in a position to furnish important 
information of a. general political nature. This agent was well paid by the SD. 

The entire courier mail of the Vatican to the Baltit region passed 
through a relay station in .MUNICH under Dr von DENE. Von EZNK handed all such 
mail over to the SD to be photostated. At times such mail contained very in- 
teresting reports by Baltic bishops on church conditions during Soviet occupation 
and at the same time contained Papal directives and information for these bishops. 

The BdS in RIGA in the last few years of the war made use of the 
Protestant pastor GQEGGINGE? , who was serving in the -'affen-SS, in order to obtain 
intelligence from the Catholic and the Orthodox bishops in the Baltic states. 

EARTL is not familiar with details concerning the success of his work. 

At the beginning of the war SS-Standf ISSELHORST told HA-TL that the 
MUNICH Ueihbischof en. J brother of the preeent Mayor ~r SCEARNAGEL, had become 
involved in a love affair which vas particularly embarrassing to the Church. 
ISSELHORST ordered SCrARNAGZL to appear before him end told him tat the affair 
was known to the Nozis. SCHAANAGEL broke down completely and begged him with tears 
in his eyes not to expose him, declaring at the same time that he was willing 
to perform any service whatsoever for the 'eetepo. ISSELHORST accepted the 
proposition and thus the Gestapo gained the extremely valuable collaboration of a 
high ranking bishop of the Catholic hierarchy, who at that time was Domprobst and 
later became T, eihbisch'>f and thus on extremely intimate co lie at-u- of Cardinal 
FAULEaBEE. 

(2) Informants in France r nd Belgium 

During: an extended trip to PnRIS SS-Stubaf LOOSS of Amt VI. RSRu 
succeeded in establishing. intelligence contact with Cardinal SUEARD and his intimate 
colleagues. This contact was later further developed by SS-H/Stuf SOMMER. For 
this intelligence work Fater Dr XEIIAR, the Prior of the Benedictine monastery of 
BcIJEO.-, was used. Jrrior KELIi,'. had been working fer years- with the exoress per- 
-ission of his abbot for the SD Gberabschnitt STUTTGART. It was his custom to 
disguise his intelligence activity, whenever he found it impossible to work openly 
for the SD, by posing as 0 collector of photostats of medieval manuscripts located 
in 2 ranch monasteries and libraries, claiming' that 6uch a collection' was for the 
use of his own monastery in BZUR.0N . Eis active collaboration with the SD dates 
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fr on about 1937* He sent frequently to ROME on missions for Amt VI PJ5EA* 

:■ ARIL claims that the Vatican was fully aware of his collaboration with the SD. 

In 1943 KEISSrlvM showed EAEIL a. report from the Vatican on his SD activity. 

13112?. had reported, to the Vatican statin* that Prior KELLI?, had praised the 
largesse of the SD in allowing him to travel by plane, car or 1st class rail and 
to put up at the best hotels, but at the same time had comolained bitterly to the 
Vatican about the fact that he was given no respite by the SD and was being chased 
from one mission to the other with hardly time to collect his thoughts. 

Following the occupation of Belgium SS-H/Stuf SECK gained the colla- 
boration of church circles in BRUSSELS. HARTL disclaims any knowledge of details ov. 
his success, but states that a high ranking’ prelate in BRUSSELS offered to make 
regular trips to ROME to gather intelligence on the western Europe policy of the 
Vatican for the SD. SECK was the Church Referent for BdS Belgium and northern 
France. In the Flemish area a number of Dominicans worked for the SD, keeping the 
SD particularly informed on the Flemish movements for autonomy* The leader of the 
Catholic Flemish autonomy movements, the well-known priest and author Cyriel 
VEESCHAEVEi was also in very intimate contact with SD. 

( 3 ) Type of Information Delivered 



As stated above, HARTL r s intelligence system had won over leading 
Church personalities as agents in almost all bishops’ ordinariats of the Reich. 

These prelates in the ordinariats delivered regularly all encyclicals prior to 
their publication, the secret protocols of the bishops’ conferences, diocesan circu- 
lars to the clergy, the triennium reports of the bishopS to BOME, the replies of 'the I 
to these triennium reports, Fapal instructions to the bishops and regular reports 
on the general political attitude of leading church personalities. In the central 
offices of the most important Catholic organizations similar agents had been von 
over by the SD. 

(4) Collaboration of Religious Orders 

Of the some thirty male C- tholic orders in Germany, EAETL states he is 
most familiar with the Benedictine order and is in a position to demonstrate by 
us in* this order as example, the close, collaboration prevalent between these. orders 
and the SD. The only Benedictine Bishop in Germany. Bishop Dr LAivDSERSDORFER of 
FASSAU, is a former teacher of KARTL who has kept up his friendship with HARTL 
despite nis break’ with the Church and his SD affiliations. HARTL paid him a 
visit in FASSAU in 1940, but claims he never exploited him very intensively for 
intelligence purposes. Ee further claims that he refused HEYDRICH’s demand to 
exploit a love affair of the Bishop for SD purposes. HARTL has also kept up 
primarily friendly relations with the Prior of the SCFZYZPnT monastery Prof Dr 
Joh^n.ios ROECK* (Through HARTL’ s sister, who is a Catholic nun, EOECK expressed 
his willingness to send HARTL literature during' his internment. ) Cardinal 
SCHUSTER of HILAR, who has been mentioned above, belongs to the Benedictine 
order and is known to hav* maintained close contact with the BAS of VERONA* 

The abbot ■ of the famous monastery Maria. Laach, Ildefons HTRWEGIiv, 
had close connections with Party circles in western Gerany and with the SD 

DUES SAILOR JR 

Abbot SCHMITT of GRUESSAU was in contact with the SD BRESLAU* 

Jx boot Albert Graf von jtfSIFFERG of the NEUBUP.G monastery maintained 
contact witn the SD STUTTGART* HARTL states that he later married to avoid 
extinction of the family name. 

Abbot SCEACxiLEITKEF., famous as a friend of HITLER, was also a 
Benedictine and one of BA_.IL’s personal SD agents. 

Archabbot Dr KLGi’Z in KALIERH personally offered to collaborate with 
the SD office in BOLZANO* 
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The abbot of METTEN , collaborated with the German military 
intelligence. 



Prior Dr KELLER, mentioned above, was a. Benedictine and one of the 
best foreign agents of the Vatican Referat of Ant VI. 

SS-O/Stubaf .ELLING, who directed the SD intelligence within the 
Vatican following the Allied occupation of POKE, was once a Benedictine pater. 

Another former Benedictine pater SS O/Stuf ALT INGE II was Church 
Referent in XGE± IGSB1R.G and was considered to be one of the most active Church 
Referenten of the SD. 

The former Benedictine pater HACHENS, a nephew of Bishop HA CHENS of 
HILDESHEIK, also collaborated intensively with the SD. 

BASIL claims to have been in friendly contact with the Belgian 
Benedictine Germain MORIN ever since 1323 and to have received important in- 
formation from him on various occasions, 

active members of the SD were the former Benedictine paters Dr 3SHAK, 
D3INDL and Dr GEULNEWA1D. 

Ihe famous Benedictine Pater JOHANNES of the EIIAL monastery was 
very close to GOBBING and also had connection with the SD office in MUNICH. 

EAI-IL states that similar lists could be set up for the some thirty 
other Catholic orders in Germany. He also points out that the above list of 
Benedictine collaborators is far from complete for there were nary more who worked 
as agents for the SD and were not known to HARIL. 

( 5 ) Miscellaneous Informants 

Nor is the lis t of SD collaborators and agents among the German clergy 
exhausted with the names so far mentioned, HAUL mentions numerous others, such as 
Frof PINE of TUEBINGEN who during years of research in the Vatican archives passed 
on information of the highest importance to a special agent of the SS, or Prelate 
SCH.0E3H0EFFSR of the Propaganda Fide at the Vatican who cooperated with the German 
military intelligence. In Germany Dr MOHR, a well-known theologian and author of 
FREIBURG, submitted intelligence material directly to 5.SKA concerning the diocese 
of Archbishop Dr GRCEEAR in FREIBURG. 

GROEBER was recently accused in NUR2KBURG by Freiherr von EB2RSTEIN 
of having supported the SS. In this connection HARIL recalls the following on the 
GRCEBLR case. 

After 1933 Archbishop GROEBE-R had his name entered on the list of 
supporting members of the SS in order to lend expression to his particular sym- 
pathies for this organization, as he told the Standf with whom he spoke at the 
time of his visit to the SS, EAETL later gained the impression that GROEBER had 
act sd out of fear his, love affair might be brought to light. The abo^e mentioned 
Dr MOER furnished the SD with complete information on t- is love affair of the Arch- 
bishop. Some years later it turned out that the mi' tress of the Archbishop was 
half Jewish and KIHt-iIi.lt politely requested him to resign his membership as FM der 
SS. The Archbishop was at the time very much hurt by EKlil's request and later 
on often made disparaging, remarks about National Socialism. 

A year a, 0 , HAUL asserts, the same Archbishop publicly denounced the 
occupational troops in a pastoral letter by stating that hundreds of thousands of 
German women and young girls, who had been raped by Allied occupational troops, 
vs re now weeping bitter tears. Anyone with only the slightest sense of realism 
k-.Kv.-a, continues HAUL, thai these hundreds of thousands for the most part 
welcomed the act and that in only relatively few cases was it actually a matter 
of rape. 
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Studien Rat Dr KOIKER, a Catholic priest and the brother of the veil- 
known Jesuit XCTHRR, was one of HaRIL’s personal advisers on basic questions of 
religion. Ke was an expert on the history of Vatican politics and was writing 
a vo Ini nous work entitled 11 The Lnemy of God", in which he was attempting to prove 
that the napal church with its dictatorial form of forced worship had harmed more 
than aided a free inner sense of religion. 



(6 ) Protestant Informants 

Among the r rotes tent clergy one of the earliest collaborators was the 
Protestant minister, SS-Richter and SS-Brigf iCBDKOCS, who in the early years 
following 1933 acted as EIIiiiLSR : s advisor on church problems of the greatest im- 
portance. 



In later years the best source of intelligence on the Protestant churc 
wrs Reichsbischof Ludwig lIULIiLER, in whose home EIIEEJS, first made the accueintanc: - 
of high ranking generals of the Reichswehr, including von PdlCELHAU, EASEL assert 
that he has seen the letter from HITLER to KUELLRR, in which he assures him that 
he owed the attainment of power essentially to this meeting arranged by KUZLLER. 
vJhen HAETL received the order to organise an intelligence network, he sought out 
lAJIL'R, who at first distrusted HRS.iL fearing him to be a Vatican agent. He very 
soon cooperated fully with RSJih. and wr’th HbP.'IL personally, sending, him all materir 
dealing with Protestant church policy. Occasionally he also submitted interesting 
intelligence materiel on Catholic policy which had com- into • the hands of the 
Prot stant Qhurch through its constant resistance to the sp re ^ J of Aom-n 
C' t Italic in Uer^anjr. * IJPLLEA worke * very closely together until 

lSUl.’ 

leading personalities in the Protestant division of the Raich Hinistr^ 
fpr Church Affairs wyre the Prot stent P'robst 3I3LF.SEIF-SZT 'ANOVSZY and the Land: 
Jugend p fairer of 5E.CKIfISBU.ilG, DTJDZIUS. Both worked as agents for the :-D from the 
ti^e the ministry was established. BIBLP.ixEIIT later transferred to Amt IV PJSEA as 
SS-O/Sfcuf and Cberreg Rat and became Zds in ROSTOV. DULZIUS became Church Referee 
of Raichss ta tth^lter OR- 1 SIR in POSE N. 

Landesbischof WEIDE.JtlJB of 3PA2 <: EF also worked closely with the SI, re 
did almost all of the German Christian Landes bishops. He submitted important 
material to th- SI, office in BPJLiill as wall as directly to ASHA. 

The presidents of the Protestant Landas churches, for example, SCHMIDI 
zur i^DDIiv of Hecklenburg, KlilJER in Sehle swig-Holst ::in, PLOTS CHS in Saxony , most 
of whom ware trained in legal work, were almost without exception active in in- 
telligence work for the local SI offices. SCAKIIT zur NIIHH also worked directly 
with AS dA and vi-.ry often was givon* special missions. Just as in the Catholic 
ordinariats, the SI succeeded in winning over agents within almost all Protestant 
hit.h consistories. The director the Protestant Church Foreign Office, 3ieho*o 
ELCKEL, was in contact with the German Foreign Office, but not to any great extent 
with the ASHA. The intelligence lead to this bishop was, as far as HAP.TL knows, 
essentially through Landes Jugend p farier DUIZIUS . In German occupied areas, par- 
ticularly in Eorway, a number of bishops and ministers 'worked closely with the 
BdS in their .region. HALIL claims that such intelligence was of local character 
and was nandlecl by the local BdS. 

I-rP.IL states that since the start of the v^or no important foreign 
intelligence reached the ASHA through Protestant sources as wr>s the ca.se with 
sources within the Catholic Church. The intelligence within the Protestant Church 
dam-lt almost exclusively with internal politics. 

( 7 ) ' Informants of the Orthodox Church 

The Orthodox Church maintained relations of the most intimate collabo- 
ration with all German authorities. The Orthodox Archbishop for Germany 1*6 tro- 
rolitan SIRiJPEIK in BERLIK worked in the most friendly manner with the RSHA and 
regularly made personal visits to the RSHA offices to renort, despite his advance-’ 
age. With the German occupation of eastern territory the numerous Orthodox bishop 
who had been living underground during; the Soviet regime emerged to seek contact 
with German officials. Such contact was established particularly with Amt IV of 
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r.SHA . This office, in collaboration with the ^Church Ministry, then called a conci- 
lium of about 30 such Orthodox bishops in VIEH5&* EAR.TL asserts that the concilium 
failed to achieve any success because of the unfortunate choice of Catholic VIEEXA 
a s a meeting olace for Orthodox bishoms. 

The most important intelligence center of the Orthodox Church was 
located in the Vledimirowka Monastery on the Dukla. pass of eastern Slovakia* The 
two Orthodox Archimandrites SHRnPFIK-i a former Czarist artillery officer, and 
Ki^PHANA-iL, vrho comes from high Russian nobility, had contacts with the Soviet 
Union, with the entire Balkan region, particularly with Exarch STEPHAN 0 f Bulgaria, 
and with the intelligence center of the Old Catholic Bishop CTJHY in 3IRKL, Swit- 
zerland. Contact with the Orthodox Archbishop in HBV/ Y OAK was also maintained 
• but faded considerably with America's entry into the war. 

EAR TL asserts that Exarch STLPEA17 of Bulgaria hesitated for some time 
deciding whether to attach himself politically, to the USA or to the USSR. He fi- 
nally decided to go over to the USSR and this decision was influenced to a great 
extent by the failure of Cardinal S.ELLIAN's Vatican mission in the Balkans, when 
SPELLMAN attempted to effect, a union of the Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic 
Church in that area. 

In order to lend support to the cooperation between RSHA and all 
Orthodox circles in the Balkans and ,in Russia, use was made of the Institute for.’ 
Eastern European Religious History at the University of, PRAGUE, which was under 
the direction of the former Catholic Theology Professor Dr Edouard ”1 NTLR. Com- 
mencing in 19^0 Professor VISJER ordered the collection of all literature of the 
Orthodox Church and had it translated from the various Slavic languages. Excerpts 
from these translations were then forv sded as intelligence material to the RSEA, 

Professor VINTER. maintained contact on a scientific basis vdth the 
ecclesiastical intelligence center in BERNE, Switzerland, -which had formed around 
the international ecclesiastical monthly publication of the Old Catholic Bishon 
CURY. This center was the meeting point of the Vatican Intelligence, the Intelli- 
gence of the Ortho clox Church and the Intelligence of the Anglican Church. The 
publication itself contained highly interesting news on international church po- 
litics but more essential was the intelligence material possessed by circles 
around the publication, which was gathered by agents and forwarded to their res- 
pective offices * 

HARTL claims th't the intelligence contact in Switzerland to RSHA 
utilised normal courier channels of Consul DAUEELDT (HEYDRICHJs former adjutant). 
IaUIEIDT had once been an SS-O/Ctubaf in Amt VI RSH*. He had been active in 
England prior to the war for some time and according to HARTL was gathering ma- 
terial on free masonry and the churches there for RSrA. 

(8) Renegade Theologians *nd Honks in the Service of the RSHa and NSDAP 

Sj far this report has listed leading theologians within the Catholic, 
Protestant, and Orthodox churches, who according to HARTL cooperated actively with 
the G-erman intelligence services/ In this group there wore also a relatively 
large number of renegade priests and monks in the service of the RSHA and ESlteP, 
some of wnon have already been mentioned above. 



Among 

HOLMS T1 laSS, KOCH, 
iUR^ROSKI , FAT 1 5, 



the renegade professors of theology were such men as VINTER, 
■UATIGr, PFiETZL; among the instructors of religion such men as 
AO in- .7«., LOFpj- j^HAGn N , F-iiLIO . SbRICK, HARTL, STIFBERGrTR; and a— 



mong the monks such renegades as ALTIBGER, Dr-.IITDL, ZLLING, 3EHAK, LINTL, SCHAEFER, 
VINTESVOGL, lANCEE B*S, P OLLMANN • and among Protestant theologians such men as 
3 ILB-RS3EIB, TCNDROCK, a nd JLB5LiD5 . 



- 22 - 







iECREl 



> 

CI-FIR/123 



In 19^*0 EARTL was ordered by BOSHANN to make a list of all former 
Catholic and Protestant priests and monks who had abandoned the Church* EARTL 
was able to furnish him the names of about 2000 such renegades* HARTL claims that 
these renegades were not received warmly bt the Party, but were constantly distrus- 
ted. The Party, asserts EARTL, feared a large-scale action of the Church to in- 
fluence National Socialism. In 1935 h 0 claims to have found in his own personal 
file, the warning; ^Attention-Spy of Cardinal FAULHA3E3. ,! . At the outbreak of ’war 
SS-Brigf SIR^CXZNRACPI, Amts Chef I RSHa, initiated action, to purge the RSEa<of 
former theologians. Owing to more urgent duties at the time, this action never 
developed beyond establishing that at that time there w. re about JO former 
theologians active in the main office of SD and Stapo within the various referats. 

( 3 ) Intelligence Sources of the RSM at the Vatican 

Hii3.IL considered every German theologian, priest, or monk, who trave- 
led to ROME a potential V-Kann for his intelligence network and there can be no 
doubt that a great numer of these travelers furnished his organisation or other 
bro.nches of the CIS with valuable information. The Vatican, however, was far too 
important to be left to the discretion of chance theologian on vacation in ROME. 

S$-0/Stubaf KAFPLER was dispatched to BCME in 1937 ^y HETLRICH to establish 
an office of police liaison in the German Embassy, he was at the same time ordered 
to develop a general political intelligence service in R01IE and a special Vatican 
intelligence service. KAPFLER was a Ge, stapo official and at the time of his 
tranfer to ROME was Kriminal Rat in Amt IV of RSRA. Ostensibly his .job was to 
cooperate with the Italian police and the Italian Government on questions of inter- 
national criminal and political cases and his office was known as a Polizei Ver- 
bindungs Stelle* Later he received the offical title of Police Attache with the 
German Embassy at the 'Opirinel. 

In 19^1 SS-Stuaf LOOSS was ?ent 'to ROM to aid KAPPLER in developing 
the Vatican intelligence service. In 19^2 SS-Sttibaf HASS proceeded, to ROM to act 
as assistant to LOOSS. 

In a very short time KAPFLER succeded in establishing an< extensive 
intelligence network, not only among leading German prelates at the Vatican, but 
also atoong important Italian circles. He developed a voluminous reportage system 
and thanks to his excellent agents he was able ( to report on secret events at the 
Vatican, and on secret discussions, for example, discussions held by the Commissio 
pro I.ussia, by the Institute Oriental, by the Propaganda Fide, etc. 

HARTL claims he knew very few of KAPPLE3 1 s agents by name. He mentions 
Dr BIPIHjiEA as one of his agents as well as ENGELFRILD, which might not be his right 
name according to EARTH, the private secretary of Friedrich KUCKER-3A NN, famous 
Jesuit and anti-Nazi, HaRIL states that ENG- LFEIED handed over KUCTIUuA^NN * s entire 
correspondence as well as his notes and documents of any importance to HAPPIER. 

Just urior to the Allied occupation of ROM, ZKGEIXAL- B returned to Germany where 
he reported to Bishop MENKEN who gave him temporary employment in the most im- 
portant Catholic publishing house at that time, the Als«tia Verlag in COLMAR. 

Amt VI of SSEA had intended to use EIJGELFRILD for intelligence work in church 
affairs in Switzerland, particularly in BLAKE , GENEVA, FRIBOURG, and LUGANO. HARTI. 
is unable to state whether this plan was ever put into effect. ENGZLF3IED was one 
of the few pair- German agents in Church Intelligence. 

ElilOLEE also maintained a special agent in ROME, whose duty -it was to 
cooperate with the Italian Fascist Farty. HART! does not know his name, but states 
that he was an SS-Fuehrer and wore the golden Farty button. This agent, also made 
contact with Vatican circles. Professor FINK of the Fapel Secret Archives told 
I ARTIr that he had worked together with this agent and ha^ gained the impression 
that HIMMLER possessed a generous personality. 
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■SS-St&adf -AHHIR of R5HA and also ministerial Eat and Director of the 
Church Division of the Seichskanzlei under BCKAM was to that tine Gesandter 1 
Ivlasse and Deputy to th* German Ambassador von BERGEN at the Vatican. BCRAANN 
ordered 'G-iiLR to build up an intelligence ne Work at the Vatican, hut to proceed 
very carefully. In this task ULiiGR came in contact with /AFrlT-S. Owing to his 
rosition, however, 'AHMAA could not expose himself too much and thus was* unable to 
supplement the work of HArPLEA to any great degree. 

RILING, e former Benedictine nonk, pater, and order priest of the 
Benedictine missionaries, proceeded to ACt ’I- in January of 1944, or even as early 
December 19^3* w ith th-* mission of reorganizing : the German intelligence service 
at the Vatican in such a way that in case AC T - w a* occupied hy the Allies contact 
with the B-A1IN office of the AS Ha would not he interrupted and the intelligence 
work would continue. Prior to his transfer to ROIii. , ELLING had heep Church refe- 
rent in Amt III PiSHA and referent for training; in Amt I ASHA. RILING hinself 
received special training' for his Vatican mission from Amt VI t acouiring certain 
necessary technical skills, such as the use of secret inks. He was then dispatcher 
to AOKI r s scientific assistant at the German Embassy at the Vatican and was re- 
cognised hy the Vatican as belonging- to the Embassy staif. T*-.e Vatican as well 
as every German beshon must have known that ALLING- nad a.bondoned the Church* that 
he was one of the best intelligence agents of the 3D end that he was married to the 
daughter of Prof HAUL?., the leader of the Deutsche Glaubensbewegung. Shis disguise 
of his intelligence work^ says HAATL , wrs thus less a disguise intended for the 
Vatican than a disguise intended for the English and American military authorities 
in ROMS. 

On numerous occasions 53 IS SHAKE (Kirchen Referent Amt VI) told HAP.TL 
that DLLING had. succeeded in getting out extremely interesting reports to PSEA fol- 
lowing the occupation. (HAATL is not sure whether or not RILING received training 
in the use of radio equipment from Amt VI ). As examples of such reports HAATL 
mentions detailed descriptions of the political attitude of various cardinals* 
reports on conversations held between cardinals and high ranking American officers, 
and. reports on the varied treatment of English an£ American generals on the r-art 
of the Vatican. 



SDI$3i*AEN# who was SS-H/Stuf and head of the Vatican Referat of Amt ■ 

VI after HAETL wrs removed from ASHA, told. HAATL in 19^3 that the Vatican Referent 
had founded a Orthodox monastery in ROHE as an intelligence center primarily 
interested in the eastern politics of the Vatican# The necessary funds were supp- 
lied by AS Ha and were made to appear as the donation of a wealthy and pious Dutch- 
man who desired to purchase the monastery grounds for the ^onks. The head of this 
monastery (name unknown to iAIAIL), who had been working for EII3SKAHK for some 
time, promised to -convert this monastery into a modern intelligence center vrith 
ell the necessary U/T 'equipment and technical apparatus for copying documents. 

In 1$44 HAATL again asked 33ISSLANN about the monastery in ROME and was told that 
it was coming along fine. 

Shis expansion b/ the German church intelligence following HAATL * s 
break vrith the ASHA was also confirmed in a statement of ACLLENHAGEN, HARTL’s 
former secretary, who remained by the office* in which he assured 1AATL that a 
number of very prominent church personalities had been von over as V-Leute and 
the t th.-y produced results far -surpassing anything; achieved when HAATL vas in 
charge of tne Amt VI Vatican Referat. 

5 . CONCLUSIONS 



The conclusions to be drawn from HAATL 1 s % testimony as given in the above 
interrogation results and in the attached annexes must be carefully qualified by 
a searching appraisal of his character and his motives. 
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With few exceptions the, material presented in this report is based on the 
subjective opinions of the prisoner, and although all efforts have been made by i 
the interrogator to verify hi? statements through third parties, by far the grea- 
ter part of the material can only be presented as RARXL’b personal testimony. 
Factual statements on the on the organisation of church intelligence vithin the 
GIS may be considered reliable with two important exceptions. KARTL is prone 
to exaggerate, in certain cases, the relative importance of some members of the 
Catholic hierarchy as confidential informants of the SD network and to minimise 
his responsibility in the executive measures, taken against the Church. It must 
be further taken into account tnat EARXL ' s Church Refe rat was not th only Refe- 
rat within the GIS dealing with church problems. Similar offices were to b< 
found in A™t III, Amt IV and Amt VI. Furthermore, and this should be clear in 
the report, KABUL 1 s period of greatest influence wa# from 1937 to 194l. A com- 
plete picture of church intelligence within the GIS would therefore have to t'ke 
these factors into account. It would necessitate the study of all other Church 
Referats of the GIS, particularly after IgUl, 

EARTL's evesivne88 in the interrogation, his allegedly poor memory for dates 
(although surprisingly good for names, particularly those he wishes to smehr) 
and his constant attempt to present even purely factual material in a light 
favorable to himself, have encumbered the interrogation at every point. 

On the one hand, he attempts to exaggerate his o ,r n importance in the hope 
that US Intelligence will enlist his services oh the basis of his extensive 
knowledge of Catholic affairs, and on the other hand, he tries to play down his 
importance vrithin the GIS for fear that US Intelligence will see in him th- ins- 
tigator of all violent measures of the Ha 2 is against the Church. A true apprai- 
sal of the man and his testimony will recognise that his knowledge of Cathoiic 
affairs is certainly not without the bias of a renegade and that his position 
within the GIS was important enough for ? number of years to influence Nazi 
church policy, if not to dictate it. Granted he never had full executive autho- 
rity in the church sector, he nevertheless in a position to make authorita- 
tive suggestions on cnurch policy. Dr Franz Alfred SIX, who was EAETL 1 s Amts 'Chef 
from 1937 "to 194-0, states that HAF.TL was continually seeking ways end means to 
hinder the activities of the Catholic Church and vras particularly bent on prohi- 
biting publication of numerous Catholic publications. SIX professes utter dis- 
dain for RAHIL, whom he considers a renegade from the Catholic Church and on 
intriguer within the Nazi Party. his statement, however, that EAF.TL from 1939 
on wielded tremendous influence on church policy through the fusion of SD and 
Gestapo Church Referats and was thus instigatin'. and executing' all measures 
against the Church and clergy in Germany is definitely exaggerated. HAR3L may 
have hop. d ior such power but. H02LLT-R, saw to it that he not only failed, to 
obtain it, but lost what po ,r er he had previously had, 

FARTL's real importance lay in his knowledge of the Catholic w orld and in 
his ability to obtain information of use to the Nazis. He is th? prototype of 
the SD, the intriguing informant who d. lights in uncovering comprising scandals. 

Be is entirely without conscience; perhaps a better term is amoral. Whenever 
a cuestion-'-of conscience arises in his testimony, .he seeks r : fuge behind the 
Church. He states, for example, that he might have had oua.lms about stooping- to 
intelligence work against the Church, had ne not previously studied the under- 
hand'd rn ' : thod.s of tne Jesuits. In the question of euthanasia for the insane, 
he never for a moment considered the moral problem involved, since if the Church 
condoned such a practice h. could not possibly pass judgment on the m-tter. 

Vhen he found out that a large number of Polish priest? and monks were arrested 
by the Gestapo and sent to ' consentration camps, he gave the matter no thought^ 
because he knew that tne German Catholic' clergy was anti-rolish. 
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EAST! failed in the Catholic priesthood and by ftazi standards also failed 
in the Farty, It is difficult to say what his present ideology is, although he 
of course professes to have seen the light of democracy. He is not only without 
conscience, he is at present without conviction. He chose to he captured by the 
Americans, hut if he had fallen into the Russian hands, he vfould certainly he 
expounding Communism. 

Yet in evaluating this report the reader should hear in mind that HARTL, in 
attempting to ingratiate himself with the American authorities, has contributed 
valuable information of both historical and opertional importance, which, when 
discounted against the background of his personality, should prove enlightening 
and useful. 

In order to prepare for himself a safe niche in US Intelligence he has outlined 
in detail a Vatican Division. His plan calls for 10 or 12 specialists placed' 
throughout the world. They should be men with a sound theological background 
and education, capable of operating individually, without ;he benefit of agents. 
HARTL prescribes for them a two or three year course in philosophy, general 
abstract sciences, history, art, literature, theology apd psychology. He 6ays 
that they should be eminent as authors or lectures on ecclesiastical matters in 
order to gain an entree to high Catholic circles. Through their efforts Catholic 
activities throughout the world will be observed and reported to the Division 
in WASHINGTON. The men should be mutually unknown as agents. However they will 
all be known to the HQ, which will send out once a year a representative to stay 
with eacn man a week end discuss operations, policy etc. HARTL says he is cuite 
willing to act as consultant in the establishment of such a division and later 
fill one of the positions. 

6 . COM- SETS AMD Ik COMIC NDA. IONS 

It is recommended that Albert HARTL be further interrogated on his suspected 
complicity in war crimes and atrocities, particularly in Foland and in Russia. 
Should such interrogation prove negative it is further recommended that he be 
held in CIS mending clarification of possible further interest by other agencies. 



HARTL was evacuated to PWE 29 DACHAU on Sep U6. 



AN/JF/rh 

For the Commanding Officer! 



HO- *■ t 

JOHN HZ INI G- 
Cant AUS 
Chief, Cl Section 
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AIHEX I 

THE VATICAN INTEILIC-ErCE S5EVICZ 



Prisoner: HARTL, Albert 



SS-Stubaf, Amts IV, VI and VII 



Freamble 



As the Homan Catholic Church considers itself chaged with the responsibility 
for the spiritual welfare of all mankind, it feels itBelf obligated to foster 
conditions under which the universality of the Church most nearly can be realized* 
For this reason the Church interests itself in spheres of activity not germane 
to its dogmatic functions, a condition which will obtain so long as universality 
remains unattained or until the occurrence of its antipode, the expiration of 
the Church. 

The importance attached by the Church to participation in lay affairs is 
well-expressed by the Jesuit Friedrich rUCSERJ'ANN (who came to the US during 
the wrr on a Vatican mission) in his book "Keiliger Fruehling" ("Sacred Spring"); 
"If the Church fails to insist upon its claim to totality in all phases of 
political, ctiltural and economic life, but instead withdraws within the Church 
and the sacristy, it will soon cease to be a fighting Church and will be nothing 
more than a deserter • 11 

Organisation of the Vatican Intelligence 

Stictly speaking there is no Vatican Intelligence Service. The Vatican 
informs itself of the- phases of life by means of diocesan, monastic and parochial 
reports. Those members of the cl rgy submvtting these reports may be termed 
intelligence agents, inasmuch as the reports are evaluated and the information 
exploited, but their primary designation is incontestably ecclesiastical. Since, 
however, there is a. great amount of information flowing into the Vatican which 
receives intelligence treatment, and the Vatican assigns intelligence missions 
not only to members of the clergy but also to certain lay persons, there is a 
do facto Intelligence Service. 

The supreme head of the Vatican Intelligence is the Cardinal Secretary of 
State (presently probably TARDINI ) . Eis deputy is technically the director of 
intelligence. These two men, together with the Pope, are th~ only persons in 
the Vatican possessing knowledge of all intelligence material, and thus having 
a clear picture of the global situation. In practice the Jesuit Ganral might 
be included in this group. The Cardinal Secretary of State is also the chief 
of the Vatican Diplomatic Service and in this dual capacity has the uniaue 
privilege of 0 daily audience with the Hope. Ee reports to the latter every 
morning between 0900 and 1000 and the necessary decisions are made. 

The Vatican Intelligence has no such thing- as an American, Russian, British 
or Chinese etc Department; instead each Vatican offic: has its o**n national 
departments. Some of these offices are the State Secretariat, the Congregatio 
pro Rebus Extra ordinrriis i-cclesiasticis, the Ritual Congregation, and the Sacrum 
Officium. These offices extract only the most important information and hand 
it to the deputy Secretary of State for inclusion in the daily situation report, 
fhey further submit special r. ports on reouest. 

The Papal Nuncios, Internuncios, legates and Delegates as .well as all 
diplomatic representatives collect intelligence information individually and 
transmit it by ofiicirl courier to the Fepr.l Secretary of State. AH bishops 
throughout the world submit written reports every three years and report orally 
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every five years to a specie! Vatican office created, for this purpose. The 
written triennium reports are "based on a questionnaire of more than 100 questions 
dealing with, besides religious matters, political, economic, cultural and 
racial problem^ if- their respective areas. In addition special report® are 
sent in" if something of paramount interest occurs before the date the triennium 
is due. After the receipt of each report, the Vatican office to which they are 
sent replies to each bishop with the a prcpriete corrections, sugestions, 
praise or criticism. 

In those areas of the world in which the Catholic Church is not fixmly 
established, such as Scandinavia, Asia end Africa, the Apostolic Vicars, Prefects, 
etc submit their reports to the Propaganda Fide, an extremely efficient office, 
which maintains its own university for training specialists. 

Reports from the United Orthodox Churches (those which use the Greek ritual 
hut recognize the Pope) In the .Balkans, South Russia, the Rear Bast and North 
Africa are submitted to the Congregatio Orientals. 

Every one of the hundreds of male and female Catholic orders throughout the 
world has its -eneral Superior end staff in ROME. They must ell report regularly 
on conditions within their o«n area. Considering that in 1936 Germany had about 
8000 Monastic institutions for nuns and monks numbering more than 100,000, 
it is apparent that the reports coming from like institutions all over the vorld 
supply a prodigious amount of information. The General Superior represents the 
monasteries of his order at the Congregatio pro Religiosis, which office decides 
upon the locations and denominations of new monasteries, taking into account 
the local political, racial and spiritual conditions. 

Among the various religious orders the Jesuits- occupy a special position 
because they do not submit routine reports but are Used .as special observers* 

It is the order witn the greatest efficiency and militancy. The personnel is 
chosen with great care and trained with even greater cere, each person having 
in addition to a good general education a soeciflc field of endeavor in which 
advanced studies are pursued, A greet emphasis is placed on sociological and 
intellectual trends in order to develop of sense of future development® During 
the past 20 years EARTL has attended a. vast number of international meetings 
and claims that at each one there was a Jesuit observer, even at those meetings 
not concerned with Catholic matters. As examples he mentions the Jesuit PRI3ILLA 
at the Protestant Ecumenical Congress, N0PP3L at the International Pacifistic 
Youth Congress, and PRZY' APA at the Philosophers 1 Meetings. In cases where it 
would be inexpedient to use a Jesuit, an observer is 6ent from one of the other 
orders, particularly the Dominicans, Benedictines, Salvatorians, or Steyler and 
Pecpus missionaries. 

Among the lay personnel used for the collection of intelligence are the' 
honorary chaplains throughout the world. These men are mostly noblemen, professors, 
politicians or industrialists who have made themselves useful* to the Church. 
Freouently they are requested to submit special reports to the Vatican. Al«o 
many scientists attending the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the Papal Academy 
(established by Pius Xl) have permitted their services to be enlisted by the 
Va.tican Intelligence Service. 

From time to time special intelligence offices are created temporarily 
to deal with a particular situation. HAJTL believes that one called the White 
Office exchanged intelligence material with US Intelligence, and another called 
the Red Office dealt with Russia. 

With the aid of certain reference material, such as the VAnnuario Pontificio", 
the source of this report might work out a more detailed description of 'the 
Vatican Intelligence organization. The essential characteristic of Vatican 
Intelligence is the fact that every unauthorized person (including even the 
cardinals) is permitted to have only a partial knowledge of the available in- 
telligence material and that for this reason, other Intelligence Services find 
the problems of penetration extremely difficult, unless they have a very great 
number of specialists at their disposal. 
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Positive Achievements of the Vatican Intelligence Service 

KARTL does not feel competent to discuss the successes of Vatican Intelli- 
gence and asserts that he is familiar with only a very few positive achievements 
of that organization. The greatest expert on this question fpr the period prior 
to and during the "orld >r I is, according to KARTL, the Russian Prof ADAr^.OV. 

For the period from ,T orld w ar I to the present day, HARTL lists the following 
successes of the Vatican Intelligence. 

1. Resumption of relations vith the Soviets through the activity of 
T,r ilhelm vor. 3 RAUF . 

?. Istablishing contact with CRIAivG KAI SH2JK through JACQUTNOT. 

3. Close contact with the Oxford Movement, with which almost all leading 
Democratic politicians are connected in some way or other, and which 
KART! terms as auxiliary of the British Secret Service. He also sus- 
pects that the Vatican Intelligence intends to use the Oxford Movement 
as the hast a.poros.ch to the UlM 

h. The favorable ba.sis for coo-5 era.t ion with America resulting from the 

close -personal relationship between Paoe PIUS XII and the late President 
ROOS>T33LT . 

5. The contact with FRARCO and his entourage. 

6. The resumption of relatione with the Tibetan Dalai Lfuna for the first 
time in centuries. 

7. The successful experiment of sending Jesuits to .join the Russian 
Orthodox Church and to let them function there as Orthodox priests (Popen) . 

8. The close relationship with MUSSOLIFT, de 30K0, GRAZIAKT, etc. 

9. The contact vith German Military Intelligence of Admiral CAHARIS through 
the Munich lawyer and well-knovm Bavarian Catholic politician Dr Josef 

KUJLLH?. . 

10. The close relationship vith high-ranking American officers since the 
occupation of ROnB. (Reports from .ROMS at the time stressed the fact 
that the -oritish officers were much more reserved and by far not so 
"naive” .) 

11. Close contact vith Japanese industrialists, vith the Bank of Japan 
and with the Japanese Admiralty. 

12. Close rela.ti0nsh.iT3 vith non-Ca.tholic political leaders , such as CHURCHILL, 
the King of Norv'ay and His former exiled Cabinet, particularly with the 
Korv gian foreign minister at that time, with M3KES, who is at the same 
time another form of approach to MOSCO”. 

13. Consolidation of Vatican power in South America, Australia, and particular- 
ly in the Philippines. 

Failures of the Vatican Intelligence Service 

.a superficial perusal of Vatican policy over the past 20 years seems to 
xndiua.te an excessively large number of failures, which naturally must also be 
considered as failures of the Vatican Intelligence. The following list indicates 
some more important failures of this organization. 

1. Inability to conbat Russian counterintelligence against the Vatican 
Intelligence vith the help of Islam and the Orthodox Churches. 

2. The failure of the Vatican's plans for the Balkan union following the 
unsuccessful SPELL^iAK' mission* 

3* The failure of every o.ttanipt to weaken Freemasonry* 
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U. The failure of all efforts to hinder the growing strength of the 
Protestant Church. 

5. The failure of the Vatican's large-scale exoanqion plans in Arabia* 
Those olans finally collapsed in 19^7 • 

6. The failure of the greet hopes the Vatican had placed in Sweden. 

Plans of the Vatican Intelligence 

HARTL claims that it would take him about six months to establish the main 
olans of the Vatican Intelligence Service on the basis of the general situation 
prevailing after Germany's capitulation. At present, he is only in a position 
to state some of the ;olens of the *o&st years. 



1* To increase tho intelligence net^rork of the. Vatican represented *by the 
Catholic Universities in the world, such as TILBURG and NIJ^GBN in Holland, 

CALCUTTA , BO. BAY and TRI CHI NOPOLY in India, TOKYO in Japan otc. It was planned 
to staff these universities with as many foreign Catholic professors as possible 
by sending German Jesuits to Japan, the United States, Brazil, etc. In Germany 
and Austria two Catholic Universities were planned, one in FPANKTURT/Hein and 
one in SALZBURG (in addition to numerous Catholic Universities for Theology 
end Philosophy) . 

2* A large-scale attack against Frecmasoiiry. 

3. To create strong counterbalances to the main victors of T 'orld Uar II 
by strengthening as much as possible the small Catholic countries. 

Personalities of the Vatican Intelligence Service 

HAHTL’ s knowledge of personalities connected with the Vatican Intelligence 
is meager, primarily because knowledge of agents of the Vatican Intelligence was 
the problem of the Abwehr, and secondly because HAHTL claims to hav© worked only 
in the collection of intelligence on the Church. 

s 

He names the following persons connected with Vatican Intelligence: 

' r ilhelm von BRAUN worked as an agent both for the Vatican and for the USSR. 

Hr von DUNK of MUNICH ran a courier station of the Vatican Intelligence and 
MUNICH and was at the same time an agent of tho BERLIN Gesta.no. 

Dr fiUBLL.HS of MUNICH, 0. lawyer and fanatical Bavarian Nationalist (now 
leader of the CSU in Bavaria), who was at the same timo a bitter enemy of HITLER 
and the United States, was considered the best agent of the Vatican Intelligence 
in Germany. The only reason why ho did not share the fate of SAFAR IS after the 
failure of the July 20 attempt on HITLER’ 1 s life in 1944, was the fact that Nazi 
Germany wished to avoid Vatican countermeasures a, ainst German agents at the 
Vatican. 

Prelate Rudolf von GE5LACH, (who in his youth was said to have been the 
Lustknabe of Pobe Benedict XV 1914-1922) played an important part in Vatican 
politics during the first Uorld ’ ; ar. His name appears in every history book 
of that period. Ee married a wealthy woman (HARTL believes she was Hollander) 
and following his marriage, was extremely active in the service of the Vatican 
Intelligence. It is often the case, EARTL a.sserts, that very many former 
ecclesiastics are often more active for the Vatican than those 6till in office. 

Von GnRLACH lived for a. time in navaria, where he had a chalet on Lake Tegera 
in the immediate vicinity of KIMHLER' s villa. He was alvays willing to give in- 
formation to officials of the SD in MUNICH, but his material was all times 
very subjective and had to be evaluated in connection with other Vatican informa- 
tion. HARTL had the impression from the beginning that von G3RLACH was working not 
only for the Vatican Intelligence, but also for tho British Secret Service. At 
times he lived in his villa in DOORN, Holland, which was closo to the castle of 
"ilholm II. He traveled frequently. In the early thirties EARTL ettenroted to visit 
him in DOORN, but was told that he wp.6 in LONDON at the time. At the outbreak of 
war he again went to LONDON, and HARTL lost track of him after that* In Church 
circles it was said that desoito his wealthy marriage ho received very high 
of money for his intelligence work fisqp ^hflVEtEcan. 
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Prelate Paul karia. 3AUMGA2EBF spent many years in ROkS at the Vatican and 
during v 'orld Var I worked intensively for the Vatican Intelligence Service. 

Armed with a special pass of the German High Command in orld ■ f ar I, he toured, 
the various war theaters. He placed his entire ,; orld ' r ar experience, his ex- 
perience at the Vatican, as well as his secret knowledge of the Jesuit Order, 
at the disposal of the SD. Prom his immensely valuable writings , which contained 
few current facts, but a. wealth of basic knowledge on the Vatican Intelligence, 
he received quite a few thousand marks from ElkMLSR. At that time he lived 
within the ar rn of the SD Obc rabschnitt South (iUI’ICH) . 

One of the best agents of the Vatican Intelligence Service is now in the 
hands of the Soviet Intelligence Service, Prelate Dr Peter U2RHUN . • r.e was born 
in Ga.licia and after the last war, was- a General Staff officer in the Tsarist 
Army, he then studied theology in PRAGUE. During the thirties he lived for 
the most part in LERLIH a.s Fapal .-i.dmini8tra.tor of the United Orthodox Church 
in Russia. In this capacity he had the powers of a bishop. HARTL was a close 
friend of his and met him daily in 3ERLIk. bERhUH was a fair expert on the USSR, 
and was considered one of the best experts on questions of eastern Europe. 

UESHUII belonged to the group of Vatican diplomats who are convinced that Russia 
will succeed in converting America into a Soviet state a few years after Vo rid 
r ar II. Shortly before the German collapse* ’/2RHUN debated whether to give 
himself up to the Russians. HARTL cle.ias that he tried to convince him to go 
over to the Americans. Finally 'ABEU1T gave in to the point where he asked 
HARTL to find him quarters in the Levari an Benedictine monastery at KILDLRALTAI CH 
Vhile interned, and at the request of the CIC, HARTL tried to trace him through 
his (HARTL 1 s) sister, who is a Jesuit nui in the Catholic Order of English 
Sisters. By writing to KIEDE3ALTAICH, she found out that 'L3RKUN is now in Russia 

From a practical standpoint, every Jesuit can be considered to be working 
for the Vatican Intelligence Service, particularly the exoerts and specialists 
among them. The order makes a practice of shifting it? people around frequently 
and HARTL claims that fpr this reason he is not familiar with the present state 
of organization . ±ie names the following German Jesuits as leading members of 
the Vatican Intelligence: PRZYVARA, PRI3ILLA, SOIRASS, rAFF’ALD, ESCH, 

30F IUGKAUS and FOP? EL . At the Vatican the Jesuits LEI3HR and C-UFDLACK are 
particularly known a.s specialists on Central Europe. 
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ANNEX II 

VATICAN POLITICS 
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Preamble 

The following is HARTL 1 s report of the politics of the Vatican as seen 
from his position within the G-IS* He has confined himself to the broad principles 
of Vatican policy with the result that the factual data on this subject and 
personalities involved fail to stand out in their proper light. This weakness 
may, for the most -part, be ascribed to the fact that the material presented here 
has’ been written from memory and that HARTL is more familiar with German person- 
alities in Vatican diplomacy than with those of other nations* 

Vatican policy over the last ten years has not ve. red from the century-old 
basic tendency of Vatican diplomacy, which can be formulated in the following 
manner* The Vatican opposes every effort of a non-Catholic power or group of 
powers to attain hegemony in world politics* It supports the balance of power 
and favors "harmony 11 of equally strong political forces, for such a condition 
permits the Vatican to carry on its diplomatic game among such powers and helps 
it to realize its own religious-ideological goal. This goal is conversion of 
all mankind to Catholicism, including "perfidi Judaei", as they are called in 
the official Catholic liturgy, as well as all heretics (Protestants, baptists, 
etc) and heathens. 

The Vatican never allies itself with any one eingle power, but .associates 
with the most varied, diametrically opposed power groups. An example of this 
method may be found in the activities of the Jesuits in the last twenty years, 
when they were simultaneously courting the favor of MUSSOLINI and MOSCOW, Japan 
and CEIANG KAI SH3K, FRANCO and the United States. (With MUSSOLINI it was the 
Jesuit, Tachi Tr l<HTURI , with MOSCOW, d'HEHLIGNY, with CEIATG KAI SH3K it was 
JACqUINOT, and in Japan, the ultra-nationalistic German Jesuits*) A further 
example of the Vatican method of playing various parties can be readily seen 
in the fact that high ranking ecclesiastical officials, such as Cardinal SPELLMAN 
of N2" r YORK or the Irish koneignore 0 1 D0UGH3RTY at the Vatican, are said to 
have extremely close connection with the American Intelligence Service, according 
to all rumors at the Vatican, while Belgian Dominican monks freoly admit that 
the leading Dominican, GILLET, gave his egress permission to a number of 
Dominicans to collaborate with tho French Secret Service, tony German 
ecclesiastics also received the express permission of their ecclesiastical 
superiors to work for the GIS* 

This basic policy of the v atican has exerted its influence on world 
politics over the years, creating the following factors in the relationship 
of the Church to the world powers* 

The Vatican and America 



The Vatican .stands in extremely close contact with America* It is interesting 
to note that Pope PIUS XII is the first Pone in history to have set foot on 
American soil* At the time of his visit, he managed to establish a cordial 
relationship with the late President EOOSF'TjLT , which, as high ranking oerson- 
alities of the Vatican have repeatedly pointed out, lasted until his death. 



The American Cardinals, GL3SNN0N, STBITCES and MURRAY are highly esteemed 
at the Vatican, and the relationship between the Pone and his former colleague 
in the Papal State Secretariat, Cardinal 8P3LIHAJT of N3U YORK, is friendly and 
cordial* The late Caidinal Secretary' of State, MAGLI 0 N 3 , was instrumental in 
ino roving Vatican-American relations and his efforts are now being oontinued 
by t vr o present Cardinals of the Curia, the Chief of the Propaganda Fide (HASTL 
can not recall the name) and Cardinal CANALI. 
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Following the Allied occupation of ROMS* the German Intelligence Service 
immediately began to receive reoorts from the Vatican on hew numerous high- 
ranking -American Intelligence officers and other American Army officers were 
establishing friendly relations with Vatican officials. 

A very important factor in Vat ican-Amer icon relations are the Vatican’s 
financial interests in the United Stftes, 

’’o rid Catholicism based on American conceotions is inconceivable because 
the Homan Church believes itself to be the one true church obligated to convert 
all dissenters, thus rejecting the American principle of religious fre«dom. 

For this reason, the Vatican is constantly seeking a. counter-balance to the 
United States in Latin America (note appointment of cardinals, Christmas 19^5)* 

The Vatican particularly fears the strong growth of non-Catholic American 
Christian missions in Asia., Some Vatican circles are actually horrified at 
the influence of Freemasonry and the J cv'S in the United Sta.tes, and this attitude 
only conforms to their anti-Semitic attitude and constant fear of secret communistic 
activity in America. Hussia., it is said, owing to its entirely different 
economic structure, nay succeed in m lunging America into an enourmous economic 
depression within a few years, which would lead overnight to e. Communist re- 
volution in the United States. Prom such a revolution, the Vatican expects 
more radical chaos then anywhere else, including the Soviet Union, where the 
revolution has "become an evolution. The Vatican has eLways regarded with 
great concern the 11 naive and childish lack of understanding" in the United 
States of Hu ronean problems and ascribes this to "lack of tradition"# It is 
feared that such lack of understanding might lead to the ra-oid destruction of 
present-day America. 



The v atican and the USSR 



In the Russia of the Tsars, the Vatican was of practically no Importance 
whatsoever. For this reason, it remained almost untouched by the Communist 
Revolution, which at first destroyed only the Tsarist Orthodox State Church. 

Thus in the period around 1919, the saying was current in Vatican circles that, 
"Bolshevism is a tool in the hand of God to remove the Orthodox Church and to 
make way for Vatican mission work in Russia." 

Through the efforts of r ilheln von BEAUS, a German officer and ..jurist, 
who vp.s later active among the Negroes of North America in the interest of 
both Vatican and the Soviet Union, an initial approach between Soviet diplomats 
and professors (among thorn S'JROJAN) and Vatican circles, particularly Monsignore 
STEIKTAEE , Prelate PIZZAKDI and various other Jesuits such as PULP and the 
Jesuit General, LEDOCHO’ T SKI , was achieved. This initial amp roach resulted, as 
early as 1921 , in a secret Vatican-Soviet agreement permitting. a number of 
Catholic religious orders limited activity in South Russia. 

Later, Vatican activity in the Soviet Union was expanded by the Jesuit 
-bishop d 1 HLPjs I GUY , whoso vork was marked by success and failure in varying 
degrees. At the s^mo time, within the Vatican, the present cardinals, 

PIZeARDI and TIoSiRAT, formed a strong group of high Church dignitaries, 
who saw in Russia the great future field of Vatican activity. Typical of 
their conviction is the enthusiastic cry of Cardinal PIZZARDI, "La Russia 
la mia carriera, la mia essistenza." 

In ^reparation for ite activities in Russia, the Vatican built up an ex- 
tensive organization in which bishops and scientists, as well as the religious 
orders of the Jesuits, the Benedictines and the Salesians were assigned im- 
portant special tasks. 



It was a heavy blow to these Vatican hones when STALIN, particularly after 
1942, began to emphasize the national character of the Soviet" Union and, no 
doubt with the Anglican Church in mind, permitted the Orthodox Church to build 
up a Russian Orthodox State Church which then received considerable support 
from Anglican bishops, such as the Archbiehoo of CANTERBURY end the hi shoo of 
Gibraltar. Fron 1943 on this Russian Orthodox State Church has olayed an 
enormous part in Soviet foreign intelligence. 
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HARTL states that ux> to his internment in key 19**5. Soviet “ ,retiC fS xn ™ 1 * t ^ S 
had nevertheless remained intact, and that recording to what 3 i shop ■'ERHgN told 
hin just before Germany's collapse, STALIN had actually made some extremely 
friendly and conciliatory gestures to the Pope. 

It is for 6uch reasons that various Church dignitaries like PIZZARDI 
an d TISSERAET see much better chances for the Vatican's future in Russia 
than in the US. 

The failure of SPELLMAN' s Balkan mission just irior to his appointment 
as cardinal was apparently resented more by STALIN than by ROME* According 
to a number of sources, SPELLMAN' s mission was based ^ on complete ignorance of 
the actual situation and on an almost total lack of o-ooendablo intelligence. 

The negative result only tended to intensify STALIN' s distrust of the United 
States . 

At the present time (August 19^6) , the Orthodox Archbishop ALEXEY is in 
VIENNA as STALIN' s representative to take part in discussions with Cardinal 
INNITZSR. the same Cardinal, . who in 1938 voluntarily appealed to the Austrians 
to vote for HITLER. 

HARTL, who has known INNITZER since 1927, states that this latest move of 
STALIN is indicative of Russia's accurate knowledge of the church situation, 
for INNITZER will prove to be just as enthusiastic about STALIN as he was about 
HITLER. Hie two most intimate counsellors, Monsignore Dr PFLIEGLER and prelate 
Dr RUDOLF, whom HARTL has known and observed over the last twenty years, have 
always been known as "Edel" with the Communists. Both are loaders of a move- 
ment within the Catholic laymen of Europe which HARTL describes as a movement 
of "romanticists". In their opinion the Church has lost a great deal of depth 
and fervor through its politics, its wealth, its superficial pomp, its so-called 
"American" efficiency, its over-emphasis of Catholic organizations and associa- 
tions, etc. They advocate the ancient Christian Communism stressing sub- 
ordination to every form of state authority including a heathen state, in 
accordance with the Roman encyclical of Paul the Apostle in which he proclaimed 
that everyone is subject to the authority having power over him, for every 
authority has been ordained by God. They reject every form of outer Church 
power and are concerned only with the quiet, religious depths of the individual. 
They are for simplicity, for nature and for a religious interpretation of 
civilization. 

This intellectual Catholic group, with numerous followers throughout 
Europe, was very susceptible to National Socialism end also to Bolshevism. 

They saw in the church policy of both systems the Embodiment of God's will 
to purge the Church of its undesirable slag. Yet they fail to seo that their 
group is only a pawn in diplomatic game of the Vatican and only for this reason 
tolerated, and at times even supported by the Pope. 1 

The Vatican and Catholic Starnes of Southwestern Europe 

Once the Vatican was convinced that the United States end Russia would 
emerge as victors from the first pha.se of Uorld Uar II, it immediately set 
about creating a counter-balance against those two powers by preparing a bloc 
of Catholic states in southwestern Europe including Prance, Spain, Portugal, 
Ireland, Belgium, Holland and an independent Catholic Rhineland. 

The Vatican began by withdrawing its sympathies from the Vichy Government, 
which had been supported by Cardinal SUKARD of PARIS, and diverting them to 
a marked degree to the French Nationalists. 

The Jesuit General (LEDOCHOUSKI 1 s successor), the Dominican General P. 
wIij-jE* , the archbishop of TOULOUSE, the present French Ambassador at the Vatican 
kARITaIL , and numerous other officials of the curia,, all became staunch supporters 
of a Vatican bloc of southwest European states. Cardinal TISS1RANT was also 
in favor of such a plan in addition to his .Russian interests. 



The participation of Belgium, Holland, the Rhineland and Luxembourg in 
such a bloc offer no problem. More difficult is the plan to divorce Ireland 
from the American sphere of influence and to link it up with such a new bloc. 
The same may be said for Portugal. 
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The no st difficult problem in the ’hole plan, however, is to find some 
sort of transitional solution for FIDO's Spain, which would guide that 
country into the new "bloc. 

The Vatican and the Southeast European Bloc 

Be.pinninp in 1941 , the Vatican also deemed it necessary to plan a south- 
east European bloc for the sane reasons it had envisaged a southwest European 
bloc, namely, to counter-balance a Russian-American victory in Uorld ’far II. 
Catholic Italy was to a.ssume leadorshio in this new bloc consisting of Czecho- 
slovakia, Austria, Yugoslavia, Hungary and later, perhaps Poland and the re- 
maining Balkan countries. The father of this plan, then a Vatican official 
and now the Italian Prime Minister de GASPERI , homed not only to strengthen 
the Vatican's position, but also to ameliorate Italy's, role in international 
politics. 

The Sishojs, von G03EZ and LAIBACH, the Austrian episcopate and the Hungarian 
primate, forthwith affirmed this plan. Bishoi^ HUDAL of the Vatican also became 
an ardent supporter of these efforts, when the futility of further German resis- 
tance became e.opa.rent and after he had abandoned all hope of Becoming Church 
Minister of Germany. Archbishop TaRDI*' I and Monsignore MOLT I HI of the Vatican 
also supported this plan to create a Catholic bloc in southeastern Europe. 

Lor was the United States entirely disinterested in a plan, which might 
divorce the entire Balkan area from Russia's Bphere of influence and link it 
with the Vatican. The Vatican, for its part, was desirous of obtaining the 
fina.ncio .1 support of the US for such a plan. Archbishop SpELLiAN journeyed - 
to ROHE on this mission. Representatives of the Balkan States were invited 
to a discussion of a possible approach of the Orthodox Church of the Balkans 
and the Vatican. SpBLLiAH overlooked the fact that this Orthodox Church was 
already com.' let ely -penetrated by tho Russian Secret Service and failed to dis- 
play the necessary caution. As a result, neither the Vatican nor the United 
States were able to exploit this tremendous opportunity which ended with a 
result exactly opposite from that intended. The Orthodox Church of the Balkans 
under the leadership of the extremely ambitious and Vain Exarch STEFAN of 
Bulgaria threw itself completely into the arms of the Soviets, at least for 
the time being, while STALIH became vt?ry embittered over the activity of SPELE- 
AN, i e , of the United States, in th' Balkans, 

Vatican Policy in China 



The Vatican has already begun to launch its large-scale offensive in 
China, which it regards as the predominant country after tho decline of Russia. 

In a. country of 46b million inhabitants, 4 million of whom are Catholics, the 
Vatican has established a. network consisting of the new ecclesiastical hier- 
archy. This hierarchy r.o” comprises. 20 church provinces, 79 suffragan bishoprics 
and 38 Apostolic delegations of a density heretofore unknown. At the Vatican, 
this step is described as "unique" and "tremendous". The Vatican is extremely 
confident of success in the undertaking and is already calling it a "great 
realization", with "hope of future maturity". 

The Vatican offensive in China is apparently directed against two forms of 
opposition. Primarily, it aims at combatting the Bolshevisation of Buddhism or 
vice versa, (see Report on Russia Annex IX). Its second aim lies in opposing the 
intense activity of American Protestant missions in China* 



Appa.rently the financing of this new offensive of the Va.tican is being borne 
for the most by American Catholicism;. Yet it is obvious that an American has 
not been entrusted with the leadership of the undertaking, as had been expected 
j.or years , but the Chinese TIEL, the new Archbishop of PEKING, and the first 
Chinese Cardinal in history (since Christmas 19 U 5 ) . 



is convinced that the bishops of northern China will have the task of 
establishing immediate contact with .colshevisn, since Va.tican policy is always known 
to be a. dual policy of working with and working against political forces. For this 
reason, the Va.tican offensive in China is a tremendous opportunity and at the sane 
time a treraendous danger for the US. In his opinion, America should watch carefully 
L any intimate contact between the Chinese hierarchy and Bolshevism, for anv 
authoritarian efforts of the Chinese under Cardinal TIEN aimed at eliminating both 
American and Russian influence in China and for any positive or negative effects of 
American Catholic capital in the development of successful American policy in China 
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ANNEX III 

VATICAN EXPLOITATION OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE 
Prisoner: HARTL, Albert SS— Stuoaf Amts IV, VI end ir I I 



Preamble 



HAP.TL recalls three instances in which, the RSKA obtained important military 
intelligence through tho Vatican Intelligence Service. In all three cases the 
intelligence in question was not obtained through specia.1 efforts of German 
? tents at the Vatican, but was £ iven intentionally end voluntarily to the GIS 
by the Vatic an. 



In the initial phases of tho African ce .oaien, HARTL received detailed 
information from the Vatican stating that ell Axis plane for tho African venture 
were being revealed regularly end in extremely short tine to the English, and 
tha.t these miens were being sabot? ged by the Italians. All the various person- 
alities around MUSSOLINI, -persons of Italian nobility and members of the Italian 
Generals' Cons , a.s well as members of the Italian royal family and of the 
clergy, who vrere in some way connected with these acts of treason and sabotage, 
were mentioned with astounding accuracy. HARTL recalls that the wife of GRAZIANI 
a friend of do BOKO, persons close to CIANO and a certa.in duchess, as being 
listed in this reoort, which ended with the statement that Germany would do 
better to use the trooms and materiel being sacrificed senselessly in this 
venture for other military goals. Hi YDRICH immediately went to HITLER with 
this remort, who then, on his next meeting with the Duce, smoke openly with 
him about the matter without mentioning any names. Shortly ef tervard, a re- 
port came from the Vatican, stating that MUSSOLINI had stormed about the 
natter with his intimate colleagues. Germany, the report further stated, 
could not be helped, if it made such primitive use of well-intended intelligence. 



3AD0GLI0 1 s Attempted Treason 



The second instance in which the Vatican furnished military intelligence 
to the GIS took plo.ee in the summer of 19^3* As a. reward for his expert 
opinion in connection with the problem of euthanasia for the insane, (see 
Annex V) HARTL had obtained for Professor a AYER of PADEHEOHN, permission to 
visit ROME , where he vras to ostensibly continue his studies of the social 
theories of VIVES. As usual, HARTL also requested .AYER to gkther any im- 
portant intelligence material he might come across during his trip. Shortly 
after his departure in the summer of 1?43, HARTL suddenly heard from the 
church Refer?' t of Amt VI RSHA tha t MAYER ha.d obtained intelligence material 
of enormous importance and that SCEELLE-BERG had decided to send HARTL to 
ROi_ii also to e.ssist Professor MAYER in this important affair. 

HARTL claims that on his arrival in ROHE the whole matter had been 
brought to a close and that MAYER then described to him just what it was 
a rout. 3AD0GLI0 vras being urged from various quarters to break with the ' 
Germans and to pave the way for an airborne landing of British and American 
troops in ROME. The following mien was drawn up. The British and American 
aixborne troops were to capture the airfields around ROME in a sudden attack 
and then clear the city of tho few German troops stationed there. KSSSELRING' s 
Army, a.t that time in the NAPLES area, was to be thus completely cut off and 
destroyed. At the same time, Italian units on the side of 3AB0GLI0 were' to 
cut off the Brenner Pass and thus make possible the destruction of the German 
reserve troops in northern Italy. 

Details of the plan were discussed within BADOGLIO' s most intimate circle, 
but in the presence of a- Vatican theologian. A few hours later, the substance’ 
°. f t 1 ^ ese a -iscussions was reported to Professor MAYER by Vatican circles. 

'•■.AYER immediately informed KAP^IER and HASS, who were German agents at the 
atican. ihey radioed the report to -EBLIN, In answer came first a short 
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request for verification from the Fuehrer Heuptquartier, and then followed 
the nece88ary orders to occupy all airports around SOME, to arrest a number 
of general 6 close to BADOGLIC , etc. BADOGLIO was forced to abandon the 
entire plan. 

Russian Offensive 

The third instance where the Vatican supplied the GI5 with military in- 
telligence occurred toward the end of 1944. Through the Papal Nuncio office 
in BERLIN, Amt VI RSHA received a detailed report on the planned Russian 
offensive for January 1945. This report contained the exact date, the exact 
number of divisions and tanks for the initial thrust, the reserve tank strength 
etc, which' the Russians intended to commit * Competent German quarters termed 
the figures ridiculous and fantastic. The events soon proved that the dates 
and figures contained in this report ”ere absolutely exact. 

Vatican Preference Among the .Belligerents 

The Vatican could not help hut know that both MAYER and HARTL were Working 
for the GIS, Monsignor ST03CKLE of Campo Santo even told Professor MAYER that 
it was general knowledge at the Vatican that he was working for the SR. 

'Vrcn questioned on the logical possibility of the Vatican divulging 
secret military plans of the TT ostorn Allies to the Germans, Gen Kaj Erwin 
LAH0US2N , Chief of Abvohr II stated categorically that he would consider 
such a. story fantastic. The Gorman Abvehr, he asserted, had the constant 
fear that valuable military information was leaking out to the Allies 
through the Vatican, which was known in the German Intelligence Service as 
a "Pestibule" (cankerous sore) behind their lines. As for the possibility 
of the Vatican disclosing vital military information or. Russia "to the German 
High Command, LAEPUSEK termed such a story as utterly plausible, but denied 
having any knowledge of such action on the part of the Vatican. 
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NATIONAL SOCIALISM aND THE CHURCH, 1933-19^ 

Prisoner: HARTL , Albert SS-Stubaf Amts IV. VI end *11 



1955-1935 

The interests of a universe! church and e nationalistic state are bound 
to clash. The oolitical end ideological wprfere against the Church in Germany 
vrps borne mainly by the Communists, by the extreme Nationalists; by the Free- 
masons and to a large extent by liberal sciende, particularly the exact sciences 
and ohilosomhy. At the same time, however, the Catholic Church enjoyed immense 
~>over in Gorman public life* In HARTL' s opinion, this power of the Catholic 
Church in Geimiany vas brutally and. dictatorially exploited by the Church, 
particularly against Freemasons and Marxists. Even before their seizure of 
mower in 1933, the Nazis had tafcon an active part in the campaign against 
the Catholic political parties (Zentrurn, Beyrischo ^ol’cspartei) , This fight, 
says HAHTL , 1 was directed essentially against the Church as a political factor, 
not against the Church as such, and cortainly not against Christianity in 
genera.l . 

From 1933 to 1935, when KAB.IL first began working for the Nazis, there 
was a campaign against Christianity, led mainly by General LUDENDOHET end his 
followers, but also by various popular religious movements, one of which, the 
Deutsche Glaubensbewegung under Prof Vi lhelm EA’USR of TUEBINGEN, later achieved 
particular importance. HARTL claims, however, that a.t the time, both the 
LUDENDOBFF clique and the Deutsche Glaub ensb ewegung were considered by the SD 
to be inimical to National Socialism. Both religious groups were critically 
passive toward political events in the Raich at the time* The same was true 
of a group of scientists and authors, who long before the advent of National 
Socialism had made a name for themselves as opponents of the Church or of 
Claris tianity. It is true that amon. the more radical Nazis, there were some, 
who in 1935 wanted, to 0 over to the LUDENDOBFF clique (later the HAUER clique) 
with flying colors, but HITLER, by establishing a five-point church program* 
committed himself, at least for the time being, to a policy of conciliation 
and cooperation with the Church. 

First of all he appointed Vehrkrei s Pfarrer Ludwig MUELLER as Protestant 
Reichs Bishop with the intention of creating a strong unified Protestant State 
Church, which, similar to the Anglican Church in England, would faithfully 
lend its authority to tha.t of the State. Prior to 1933, HUELLSR had succeeded 
in bringing HITLER and high-ranking officers of the Reichswohr together, a 
decisive stem forward in HITLER' s career, for it assured him the cooperation 
-f the military. MUELLER, however, failed utterly in his now position as 
Reichs Bishop. KARTL asserts that the man lacked the necessa.ry religious 
fervor and belief in God for the task. For lack of innor strength he had 
no outer authority, and yet he vas not superficial in his thinkin . MUELLER 
was oronfe to worry over inessentials, but was spiritually a docent person. 

EARTL, who knew him intimately, claims t~ have been appalled by his inner 
weakness and uncertainty, T, hat strength he had, he later dissipated in women, 
alcohol and soft living. Through his failure and the failure of his colleagues, 
the Lend oi shoo s _ TEIDEhANN, SCHULZ, DIEHL and KLOTSCHE, the controversy between 
the Deutschen Christen and the Bekonntnisfront, which HITLER had been trying 
to avoid, finally broke out. 

The second point in KITLjR' s program was the si ning of the concordat with 
ROME. '- r i th this step, HITLER desired not only t~ gain international orestige 
for his government, but also to eliminate all tension with so-called "political 
Catholicism". Actually, the Pope by si, ning this concordat oointed the w ay to 
HITLER for millions of heretofore aloof Catholics, end v/ith one stroke of the 
pen removed one of the most formidable barriers confronting HITLER at the time. 





So me years later, .just prior t" the outbreak of Uorld "ar II, HITLER' s 
^ost intimate personal counsellor on the concordat, the Catholic Priest and 
theologian ROTH, who remained faithful to the priesthood until his death in 
l^Ul and was buried with all church honors, published a. sensational article 
in the German Press in which he described the untim.eliness of this concordat. 

The third step in HITLER' s program was the decree on Freedom of Faith 
and Conscience issued, by Rudolf EES* , which, at least on paper, ostensibly 
uarenteed freedom of worship. HARTL claims that this decree vras a heavy 
blow to all radicals and fanatics fight in' the Church. 

The fourth step in the early Church urogram of HITLER was the establish- 
ment of an Independent Church Ministry. This vras conceived as a central Reich 
agency which would serve all problems involving Church and State, The Protestant 
secti-n w e . s essentially undor Church Minister KERRL himself, who in this capacity 
made an even poorer showing as a personality than MUELLER as Reich Bishop. With 
the express permission of his suoerlcr Cardinal FAULHAL-i.it, BOTH, took over the 
Catholic section of the Ministry as Ministerial Diriment. In all phases of his 
new work he cooperated closely with his Church colleagues from MUNICH, Bishop , 
BURNING of OSSABRUSCK, and Bishop VIESZEN, who had been appointed by the German 
bishops to act as official liaison between the German episcopate and the State 
authorities. EARTL was a. close friend of ROTH and considered him to be one of 
his best sources of information on church affairs. 

The fifth point in HITLER 1 s program was an attempt to capitalize on the 
prestige of Church dignitaries by appointing, them to honorary State positions. 
GOERIHG bestowed the title of Prussian State Counsellor on the Protestant Reich 
Bishop MUELLER and on the Catholic Bishop BEARING of OSi'JABRUBCK . Both GOERING 
and KSRPL described to HAR.TL how much Bishop 3ERNING always enjoyed the ".social" 
functions of the Prussian State Counsel. 

Thus in the years 1933 to 1935, the Church in Germany vras being courted 
to a. certain degree by the Nazis, At that time HEYDRICH, under the pen name 
of Dieter SCEUARZ, published a book containing accurate figures and numerous 
•dictographs proving the "prosperity" of Catholicism in the initial years of 
the Nazi reign. Most of the material for this book was the work of HARTL. 



Beginning about 193^, various auarters began to intensify their attacks 
against the Church. ROSENBERG vras gradually usurping the authority originally 
invested in the Church Ministry, and' was attempting to dicto.to church policy. 

His "Hythos" ("The Myth of the 20th. Century") had already created, tremendous 
friction, but now he began to adopt an" even more violent tone in his numerous 
speeches and in his directives for training Party leaders. Scientific support 
for these efforts of ROSENBERG stemmed mainly from the pen of the former Protes- 
tant theolo.rian 8nd director of a seminary Professor Dr 3IACHHANN and from the 
former Ca.tholic theologian Professor Dr KOCH, as well as from a one-time priest 
ancl director of a papal institute in JERUSALEM, Dr POHL. 

Simultaneously in the Church Ministry, Minister KERRL vras creating, more 
a.nd more confusion in church relations. He composed pseudo— scientific manuscripts 
in an attempt to outdo all the wisdom of the Bible under the illusion that he 
could thus put all former religious leaders to shame. These manuscripts were 
so full of nonsense and confusion that even HITLER was forced to prohibit pub- 
lication, although they were already in print. KERRL attempted to seduce women 
by assuring them that with him they would conceive and bring into the world 
the coming supermen for whose creation he had been chosen by God. One da.y he 
would make decisions and the next day reverse them. In short, it became im- 
possible to consider him mentally normal, and HARTL claims that he repeatedly 
made this known both orally and in writing. In 19 4l KERRL died of a heart 
attack while on a pleasure trip in PARIS. But prior to his death, he had done 
irreparable damage to the Church cause through his insanity. 

The Gestapo after 1935 undertook various measures which aggravated the tension 
oetveen Church and State. The first step was to dissolve all religious organiza- 
tions whose character was not purely religious but also political. The person 
.lost responsible for this measure was SS-Q/Stubaf and Ober Reg Rat Dr HARTMIAHN, 
who e.t that time was the Church Ref era' 



; of the Gestapo. 
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At that ti 'e, the Gestapo obtained from a number of monks belonging to 
various monasteries evidence of illegal foreign exchange transactions in con- 
siderable amounts involving numerous Catholic monasteries and convents in 
Germany. (Interrogator's note: ROLLEFKAGEN , one of KARTL* s assistant*, states 

that RAHIL* 6 referat was instrumental in gathering this evidence against the 
Catholic" organizations. EARTL's denial, which is just one more attempt to 
becloud his close cooperrtion with the Gestapo, is completely without foundation, 
since the gathering of such information P -.einst the Church was one of 'the prime 
functions of his SD network.) Armod with this information, H3YL ICE ordered 
the head of his foreign exchange tracing office, SS-O/Stubaf QUETTLING to 
proceed against the suspected institutions. As a result, numerous measures 
were undertaken aaainst monasteries whose members had been ostensibly guilty 



of violating the foreign exchange laws . HAST! emphasises that these measures 
were then ca.rried out by the Church Ref err t of the Gestapo in the respective 
area, hoping thereby to absolve himself of any responsibility in a -matter,* 
whi ch over, at that time was recognized by the German people to be a particularly 
vile form of anticlerical propaganda, far out of proportion to any violation 
of the lav which might have been committed. 



Another attempt to vilify the church came about following what HASIL terms 
the "chance" discovery of a number of monks in disreputable nightclubs for 
homosexuals. Here again, KABUL tries to shift the responsibility to other 
offices by asserting that this chance discovery prompted KEYDFICK to initiate 
action through SS-Standf hElSINGSR, later police attr.che in TOKYO in order to 
determine the extent of homosexuality in all monasteries throughout Germany. 
There can hardly be any doubt that KABUL* 8 SD network was the' prime source of 
evicence in this affair too. The fact that the Church Referat of the Gestapo 
then undertook extremely sharp measures against "iniquitous and guilty" 
monasteries in no wa.y lessons HARTL*6 responsibility in an action even more 
dubious than that against the foreign exchange violators. 



Catholics all over Germany were incensed by these rotten methods of thq 
Party and tension mounted, Many priests and monks exoressod sharp remarks 
against the Nazis, and these remarks in turn led to more a.rrosts, more con- 
victions and more sentencing to the concentration oanro in DACHAU. Nazi pro- 
paganda had a field day in its extremely violent campaign against the Church 
in the press and in propaganda meetings. All Party leaders,, from KITL2R down 
to the small propaganda leader of a Erois, gleefully participated in this 
propaganda campaign. 

HIMMLER was not idle in his efforts to s -.ear the Church. On the in- 
stigation of his cousin, SS-Stubaf and Obor Be* Hat in Amt IV, Dr August PATTN, 
he established a secret research office to explore the methods and extent of 
medieval witch trials. At the cost of quite a few hundred thousand narks, he 
commissioned a large number of experts to collect all books and records, 
printed and imprinted, from all libraries in Germany and from all Church, State 
and private archives. For every German family and for ovory German community 
a list of forbears (men, women, and children) was drawn up from the archives, 
who at some time or other between the kiddle Ages and the present had been * 
martyred and tortured oy the Church, HABIL states that this material forms 
one of the most interesting cultural-historical collections in the world. 

The rosults of this research project fanned the hatred and revenge- of high 
ranking Party leaders such as HIMMLER, HITLER and LOBI-ANH and inspired them 'to 
cruelties and brutalities against the Church. KlkliLEA and many around him 
copied almost every d.etail of their concent rati on camp methods as described 
in the current press from the ecclesiastical interrogation methods of the 
inquisition. Leading figures in this research project, which yielded su«h 
catastrophic result, were SS-Stnndf SPENGLSR, SS-H/Stuf Dr MUBAWSKI and 
SS-Stubaf Dr DITTEL. 

\Frox. 1936 an, BOBKASN gradually assumed leadership of the fight against 
tne Cnurch. . Establishing- within his staff an independent Church Division 
under the direction of Min Rat KRUEGER, he constantly issued directives to 
all State and Party offices on the purging of clerioal influence from public 
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The mount in? tension between Church and State in Germany abated con- 
siderably with the outbreak of upr in 1939* HITLER issued the order that all 
conflict with the Church "ps either to be settled immediately or postponed 
until after the war. KARTL carefully disclaims any knowledge of measures 
taken a.ainst the Catholic clergy of Poland at the time. He later found out 
that a creat number of priests, monks and nuns were arrested in Poland during 
that time. Such arrests, he states, were either ordered directly by HIMMLER 
and EE YD 3.1 CH through the commanders of the Sipo and SD in Poland, or -were 
carried out by these commanders on their own responsibility. During this 
period, HARTL was ti'pnsf erred from his former SD work to Amt IF under Gestapo 
Chief MUELLER and must have had insight into the operations of the Gestapo 
against the Church. He maintains that the Church situation at that time was 
"relatively" quiet. He further attempts to absolve himself of any responsibility, 
by stating that the actual Gestapo executive function in Church questions was 
vested in the person of Peg Hat HOTE, his colleague in office, who went per- 
sonally with all important decisions to Gestapo Chief MUELLEB without con- 
sulting HARTL . 

1941-1945 

KA3TL was relieved of his duties in the RSHA in December 1941, i : 'hen he 
was sent to Russia to work for the 3d.S in KIEF, Dr TnOHAS. His knowledge of 
Nazi policy toward the Church after that date is that of an outsider. He 
states that just after hie dismissal from, office, the RSKA adopted the radical 
anti-clerical policy already launched by the Party Chancellory under the 
direction of bin Rat KRUEGER. L0R1AKS and HIMMLER or their agents now became 
the proponents of an extremely severe war against the Church with ITLEB’ s 
approval, because in the French Foreign Office proof was discovered that 
German Jesuits had been working with the French Secret Service. HIMMLER’ s 
henchmen in this fight against the Church were KALTSN3RUNNHR, I .TJELLSR , BOTH, 

T ~UNZ3 and Dr BEUHAT'S . At the same time, 30RMANN and KRUEGER and their colleagues 
in the Party Chancellory wore carrying on the same fight against the Church. 

In this campaign between 1942 and 19 4$, the measures launched against the 
Church were said to be extremely radical, often resulting in executions and 
other forms of violence. The action waB cloaked in tho greatest secrecy, and 
KARTL claims he heard only rumors of it through former connections in the 3SEA. 

During his visit to ROHE in 1943, HARTL paid a vi6it to 3ishop HUDAi of 
the Sacrum Officium to discuss with him, as KARTL explains, the world situation 
in the field of religion and politics. HARTL knew him from a book HTTP AT, had 
written on Rational Socialism. During the conversation, KUDAL confided to 
HARTL the fact that shortly after the death of Reich Church Minister KERRL, 

(early 19^1) a high ranking S3 Official had come to him with a mission from 
HITLER and KIR: LEE. namely, to offer him the position as Reich Minister for 
Churches in Germany. HUDAL had accepted, for he saw the possibility of uniting 
the whole Ca.tholic world against Bolshevism and of making war between Germany 
and the United States impossible. He load agreed to adopt an internal policy 
of complete division of Church and State in Germany in accordance with HITLER’S 
plans. EUDAL made himself ready for the trip to BERLIN and awaited the promised 
special plane of the German Government. At the last minute, however, the plan 
lr as dropped, presumably because of objections voiced by 30RMANN. 

HARTL asserts that it will ever be to the shame of the Gorman bishops with 
the exception of the prelate in BEnLIN, LI CHTEKtiERG , that not one single leading 
Catholic church official intervened energetically and publicly for those pripsts 
banished at the time to concentration camps or sentenced to death. HIMMLER 
and EOR ANN were thirsting for the blood of the higher Church hierarchy, but 
these church officials held back, sending only the 'lesser ones on ahead and 
then leaving them to their fate. 

Part of the hierarchy under the leadership of the Papal Nuncio Cesare 
'.iu. INIGO, Cardinal BERTRAM, of ~H3$LAU, Bishop UIENKEN etc, even expressly censured 
the anti-Nazi attitude of the lower hierarchy. Nor must it be forgotten that a by 
no means inconsiderable part of even the lower hierarchy as well as some of the 
leading personalities of the Church collaborated with the Nazis and the GIS up 
to tho collapse in 1945, 
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In 1940 HEYDRICE personally ordered KARIL to report to the Chancellory of 
the Fuehrer to receive instructions. i-n~a ."top. sebr^t matter fro^,'»eichs Amts 
ieiter SS-O/Fuehrer Viktor BRACK. 

At the Chancellory, BRACK explained to HARTL that HITLER had decided for 
financial and humane reasons to put the pitiful incurably insane out of their 
misery in the most painless manner possible. Ke had been given the order to 
organize, in conjunction with Min Rat zur HELEN of the Ministry of the Interior, 
the execution of this plan, ’’fith HIMMLER’a approval, a commission of phjuicians 
and chemists had tested methods for achieving painless death on "criminal" 
inmates of concentration camps, and on the basis of these experiments a gas 
chamber for mass executions hsd been constructed. To simplify matters and also 
for psychological reasons, the bodies were to be cremated. A special ambulance 
company would transport all insane declared incurable by a medical board to 
central institutions eouipped with the necessary gas chamber and crematdriu-. 

Psychologically, it would be a simple matter to gain the support of the 
people for such a measure. Everything depended on finding out how German church 
officials would react to the measure. BRACK then asked HARIL to express his 
opinion on the possible reaction of the Church to this problem. 

HARTL explained tnat on the basis of his knowledge of moral theology, the 
Church would reject the killing of the insane, but that in such an important rnati 
ter he woikld suggest that a church specialist in such things, i e, a professor 
of moral theology, be given the task of writing a detailed endorsement oh the 
subject. BRACK agreed with th s suggestion and told HARTL to obtain such an 
endorsement. 



From a group of six moral theologians known to HARTL, he chose as the most 
suitable man for the task. Prof MAYER of the Academy for Philosophy and Theology 
in PALERBOEN. MAYER accepted the assignment and submitted a lengthy endorsement 
of more than 100 pages in which he pointed out that the Church itself, until the 



19th Century, had done away with the insene by locking them up. in so-called witch 
towers and letting them starve, by driving them into the woods to starve or, 
after torturing them cruelly, by burning them at tne stakes as wittthee. MAYER 
then explained in his endorsement that since the 19 th century, moral theology 
has been for absolute protection of the lives of insane and has generally rejec- 
ted mercy killing or euthanasia. Yet opinions on this sublect were not always 
uniform. Even today it is possible to prove the right to kill incurably insane, 
particularly with the probabilism theory of the Jesuits. The non-ecclesiastical 
moral theology, according to MAYER, also fails to agree on this subject, and 
various American philo soph? rs lend serious support th the case for euthanasia. 
Thus, the final result of MAYER ' s report, which contained an enormous amount of 
scientific background material, was that in principle, there is no contradiction 
between Church doctrine- and the killing of the incurably insane. Since the 19th 
.-ntury, however, a negative attitude to the problem of euthanasia has been 
predominant. Moral history shows that the Church has very frequently changed 
its opinion in such natters and has adapted itself to prevailing conditions. 



MAYOR'S endorsement thus cleared up the question theoretically. From a 
practical standpoint it was then necessary to find out whether the Church would 
undertake a violent campaign of opposition against the plan. HITLER could not 
afford to risk a consolidated attack of all German churches. 
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KARTL then proposed to confide the entire plan to an official representative 
of the Catholic Church and to an representative of the Protestant Church for 
their opinion. HARTL himself was unwilling to accept responsibility for such an 
important decision. He proposed the names of two persons whose opinion might 
be' considered official, Bishop WIINKEN, who acted as liaison between all German 
Catholic bishops end the German Government and was the Head of the Commissariat 
of the Fulda Bisnop’s Conference, and the Protestant Pastor BOBELSCHWING, Direc- 
tor of the Bethel institutions. 

KAHTL claims that he did not take part in the conferences with these two 
representatives of the Church and knows only what happened at the meetings 
from BRACK. 30DELS CKWING , whom Reichsleiter BOUHLER visited personally in BETHEL, 
was very much against the plen. He even succeeded in having his institutions 
exempted from the measures. BRACK, and those above him concluded that BO BEL- 
SCKVING’s resistance to the measure, as 3RACK explained with great sarcasm to 
HARTL , was dictated less by the principle of the matter than by "business rea- 
sons". In the discussions with Bishop WIKIREN, which were based on Frofessor 
MAYER’s endorsement, the Bishop displayed a surorisingly positive attitude, 
according to BRACK, who during the discussion, suggested that he and the bishop 
inspect various asylums to demonstrate the need for the planned measure. VIENKEN 
declined the offer, but promised to persuade the other bishops to show an under- 
standing for the contenplated project. 

Actually, neither a united Fro testant attack, nor a sharp, public Catholic 
protest was launched against the execution of the measure. In time, some 
individual protests were heard, but they were Just as weak as all the other 
pronouncements and decrees of the Church hierarchy. It was more a case of 
grumbling than protesting. Not one protest condemned HITLER personally as the 
instigator of an unmoral or unchristian measure. Not one bishop absolved him- 
self from his oath to HITLER because of this measure. Not one -of the 
many Catholic and Protestant professors of morals resigned his official position 
in the Third Reich or refused to accept his salary from the State. No Nuncio 
was recalled to ROME in protest. BODELSCHWING’s protest, even though seconded by 
some theologians like Bishop WU5M, remained ineffective, because of the reason 
stated above. Bishop GaLEN failed utterly in his protest by including in his 
sermon on the subject such an obvious untruth that the effect was lost. Ke stated 
that it was also the intention to kill severely wpunded soldiers. Since a mili- 
taristic state by adopting such a measure would at the seme time destroy every 
bit of its militarism, it was obvious thft GALEN was lying. Everyone knew that 
not even the craziest National Socialist would even consider such a plan. It 
was thus possible to denounce the bishop as a liar end a demagogue. Further 
protests continued to trickle in from Church circles, but all of them were 
spineless and tame. 



HARTL is certain that this measure against the insane would have been dropped 
immediately if the Christian Churches hod taken a united and defiant stand 
against tb. That was actually the whole idea of HARTL 1 s part in the clan, namely 
to determine if the Nazis could afford to go through with the project" without 
arousing the Church. 

In attempting to explain why the Church, in this case as in so many others, 
bowed before the will of the Nazis, HARTL gives two reasons. For diplomatic 
reasons the Church fearfully avoided committing itself the democracies 
or to the Soviet Union, ie, it was unwilling to break with the Fascist states 
(MUSSOLINI, HITLER, TISC, FETAIN, FRANCO). This is the political line of the 
Vatican and is easily proven (see Annex II Vatican Politics). In the case of 
the incurably insane, the moral ouestion had to accede to political considera- 
tions. Secondly, judging by BRACK’S report to HARTL on WEKK'.IJ, a protest . 
against this measure could not only be successfully countered by propaganda, 
but the’results of such a protest would be psychologically negative. 





The measure w»b thus put through. To inform the leaders of the Party on the 
subject, B3 aCX had s. documentary film made, which was later to. be used for 
general u r op#gahd& purp o s e s . - KA2TL was inyited by BanCX to see some parts of 
this film in 19^6 ih the ,Tob is building on Friedrich St? in BEHLI2J in the pre- 
sence of the director of t&e~filra (SvH’VEOTIlJG’E?, or a similar name, tall, dark, 
’thin). HABT1 Claims he never saw the completed film, but the pictures he did 
see shoved v well-known Kudfch psychiatrist in his Institution and depicted the 
efforts of &ermfeh \Seieno^to'‘Cure ;lhe insane,.? The Munich professor gave a short 
speech ’ on the street; which was. followed by horrifying -pictures of the sufc-hnnien 
exi stance of -: the'-' incural>lyt v i|'nsane , The' frl^tfully dratpfn ^ faces:, of iuattne persons 
after normal decisive re than. cdntrp.sted with the peaceful expressions of those 
who had "died fn^libe. gas chaoiber, The film.further'' contained pictures pf the . 
aeries of ■. '• * K :-v ?, yyy 

of concentra^ujV^B^psy. ''E states .^hai. the f Ilia , ; al s o- . sho we d, . 

itself, which . ie'-'.ljullt iVijfthi.a^wihdo^’ through which, the doctprs/cau observe th* 
reactions vpf ftet?'’tbe l^ks-' : : lilw; ; ,»ijjr. 

other hospft^ Iwom.-'- : ' ; ' \ ■ . ’ v ' ■ ? ' / ; f- ; ,'“ v 

later,.. Yjjfai d :^&ltphat; _» ;; J«rge ; part ..of the relatives of the insane 

had shown gr®^. .^dersiandihg for the reaejire and even e^tfesse d their grat itude 
that the Statp l^A Wken over responsibility for the'.mattbr. -v 

that little Cjhttr ch re s is pane e there was, iater shifted from a. protest against 
such executions to * pro tealt against, cremation of th* redelns without religious 
benediction, .,v pp : :p-S ■■■■ : ' Y'i. 
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ANNEX VI 

HARTL 'S TRIP TO AUSTR IA IP MARCH 1978 

Prisoner: EAETI, Albert $S-Stubaf Amts IV, VI and VII 



In March 1338, some 100 officials of the SD Haup taint and Gestapo in BERLIN 
vere ordered to he reedy to leave hy special train from the Anhalter station 
within a few hours. EARIL , as one of the officials, traveled with the group to 
MUNICH. There a small party including HEYDRICE, MUELLIR, LISCKKA, etc hoarded 
a olane for VIENNA, while the rest continued the trip hy autocade under the 
command of MSISINGjiR. 

Once in VIENNA, the Gestapo officials under command of MUELLER and FIFAAIT-?. 
carried out large-scale arrests and confiscations. HJITL is silent on his acti- 
vities during the first few days, claiming only that he took part in the hig 
reception ceremonies for HITLER and in other celebrations. He was then given 
the mission of seeking out all Austrian bishops in order to persuade them to 
cooperate peacefully with the National Socialist authorities. HA2.TL claims that 
all of them expressed their willingness t6 cooperate and tnat several of then, 
such as Prince Bishop HESTER of KL..GENFURT, were enthusiastic about the annexa- 
tion, while others, Prince Bishop V-'-ITZ of SnLZBURG, stated that they still 
could not comprehend that nothing was going to- happen to then because of their 
former political activity. They had thought that the Gestapo would shoot every 
last Austrian bishop or at least jail then for life. HAEIL assured them that 
nothing Whatever would happen to tnen, and the archbishop was moved to tears 
by such decency and generosity, .^s a matter of fact, nothing did happen to the 
Austrian bishops under the Nazi regime. 

Cardinal. INNITZER, who had been approached not only by HARTL , but by a 
higher ranking Nazi official, SS-3rigf SELZNER, then issued a proclamation to 
the people urging them to vote for HITLER. All bishops joined this proclamation, 
and as HARTL asserts, without pressure from the side of the Nazis. 

HARTL was under the impression at the time that their enthusiasm for HITLER 
actually stemmed from their fear of being shot for having supported SCKUSCHNIGG 
Pascisn. Frince bishop WAITZ of SnLZBURG, who knew HARTL by name, of course, 
assured him. that in his opinion, the Austrian bishops owed their lives to EAR.TL 
and wish d to reward him with handsome presents. 

Prince Bishop HESTER of KLAGENFURI was the only Austrian bishop known to be 
ar. old follower cf National Socialism and was known to have saved the lives of 
many National Socialists under the SCHUSCHNTGG regime. 

During HARTL’ s trio through Austria to the various bishoprics of GRAZ, 
XLAGLN-XJRT, SALZBURG, LINZ and ST FOELTEN, SS-0 /Fuehrer Dr SIX arrived in VIENNA 
by plane to carry out large scale actions in his field. SIX, at the time, was 
H. : .~TL's superior in office, and HARTL was in charge of Church affairs, and yet 
he denies responsibility for the measures taken by SIX and GAHBMiiNN against 
what he terms "semi-political" church organizations. He does admit searching 
the house of the University Prof Dr A EEMRF, but claims that he neither arrested 
the man nor confiscat'd any of his property. Here he hedges again, by claiming 
tnat he left the command of this house search to GAK5KANK, while he himself 
managed to keep otherwise occupied by helping the future Gauleiter A HOFFMAN 
re-register all church organizations, a dull, clerical task involving no 
decisions, for the actual licences for such organizations, were not decided on 
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until months later. Ea5.IL claims to hers volunteered far this work in order to 
avoid taking part in house starches of church property, since he had just made 
agreements of mutual loyalty with Church officials. He further claims that SIX 
severely reprimanded him for his evasive tactics and threatened to have him 
punished through HEYDEICH. KLYDHICE, however, appreciated HAETL's efforts in 
appeasing the bishops and punished him for this lack of discipline only by failing 
to grant him the promotion given to all other participants of the 13 March action 
and by sending him back to .BERLIN. GAHEKANN remained in VIENNA., later to become 
SD Abschnitts Fuehrer in LINZ. 30LTE took charge of the SD office in VIENNA. 
SS-Stubaf Dr BQLTE had been one of Six's closest associates before becoming SD- 
Leitab8chnitts Fuehrer in VIENNA. 

An interesting sidelight on HAETL's trip to VIENNA in 1938 occurred during 
the first days of the Nazi occupation. HAETL was ordered to report to HEYDEICH 
in the Hotel Hefina, wher* the following conversation between the two took place. 
HEYDEICH informed KA5.TL that he had received secret instructions to secure at all 
costs any documents within the Austrian-Czech border area,, which might show that 
HITLEB was not German, but of Czech or Slavic descent. The only records in cues- 
tion would be the parochial registers. He asked HAETL ..ow to go about obtaining 
these records, whether or not they were kept hidden by the Church and whether 
such a search could be kept secret. HaHTL stated that since it was not known in 
which parishes the documents might be found, numerous genealogists would have to 
search records in the. area in question, and that if only for this reason, it 
would be very difficult to keep such an action secret. If HITLEE, however, could 
give more precise information on the probable locality where Buch evidence might 
be found, trained genealogists would have no trouble in procuring such documents 
secretly and in short order* It would only be a matter of removing either birth 
or baptismal records from the Church archives. 

This ended the conversation between HEYDUCK a.nd HAHTL, and HAUL claims that 
he later' heard nothing more on the matter. 
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Ir. view of RARTL's position as Vatican expert of the HSEA, the interrogator 
assumed from the very beginning that HARTL played f decisive part in shaping the 
Nazi church policy in Poland* EARTL's testimony on this phase of his activity 
is rfisapointing, d.espite intensive interrogation. His reticent attitude when 
confronted with c-uestions dealing with the Polish situation has only strengthened 

interrogator 1 s conviction that he is withholding damaging information, which 
might make him subject to war crimes investigation. The following report on his 
activities in connection with Poland should be read in this light. 

HARTL claims- that prior to 1339, hie Beferat in the SD H..,uptamt in BERLIN 
had nothing whatsoever to do with Foland. Ha does remember, however, that At 
that time, the Gestapo was interested in the freguent conferences being held in 
Foland between Gc.rr.an political refugees and Polish Jesuits in ZAKOPANE. 

S„ortly before Germany's attack on Foland, KEY/DRICH ordered HARTL to submit 
a list of the most important Church personalities in Poland and a short survey 
of church conditions prevailing in that country. Since, as HARTL claims, his 
V-Kann network did not extend into Foland, he was forced to rely on the printed 
material available in preparing’ this report* 

/ 

V 

A few days after Germany's attack, HEYDRICH sent HARTL to CRACOW to reassure 
the Catholic Archbishop Prince SAP IEllA that Germany would respect the rights of 
the Church provided the Church refrained, from any political activity. Great 
excitnent and confusion hod been aroused, among the Folish clergy, when Cardinal 
FLOND of GNiS— N fled, to EOitt through Rumania. Many priests had abandoned their 
parishes and were fleeing before the German troops. Er.RTL was to attempt to 
stop such mass panic. 

In EEiiCOV he spoke with Frinca SAFILHA and assured him that the Church would 
continue its religious duties, stating that any auestions which might arise 
should be referred to the local German offices, yet to be established^ or direct- 
ly to the Church Ministry in BERLIN. Prince S.FISHA told HARTL that so far, he 
hod no complaints whatsoever to lodge* 

FAFtIL then visited the large monastery outside C?A.C0' r , where ho was welcomed 
with all cordiality. He also paid a visit to the Jesuit monastery in C~iA00’ T *nd 
smoke with members of the Folish clergy in Cztstochovte- and in Bp to* -ice. He then 
returned to 3E7XIN after only a few days in Foland, but returned im.medi«=t ly 
with Min Dirigent ROTH of the Church Ministry, this time entering Poland through 
DANZIG. Owing to the presence of numerous Folish Army units still in the area, 
HAF.TI and. RAT" failed to proceed beyond the first bishop seat, the town of CKELH, 
whero Bishop 0K0NIE’‘ r CKl had once officiated, but like Cardinal ELOTD, had. now 
flc-d. In the bishop's palace, -RAr.TI. cla.iio!: that he and 7.0TH found two rooms 
filled to a depth of one meter with unopened letters, s rme of them more than ten 
years old. Host of them were repuosts from teo .le for special prayers and. masses 
with the necessary funds enclosed, others were official and private correspon- 
dence. 

HARTL again entered Poland in December 1941, but only to travel through the 
country on his way to Russia. In the Spring of 1543 he Spent two months in a. 
hospital in Z-i.ii.DFi.NE , where he failed to notice any tension between Germans and 
Poles. Polish priests held Catholic servicer in the local church, and. German 
troops played football with local Polish teams. 

) 
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HARTL remembers that after his first short visit to Foland in 19^9* SS-Stubaf 
IOO'S, the Church Referent of Amt VI, scent some time in Poland "but he knows 
little of whrt this mission accomplished. LOOTS discovered certain valuable 
ritual utensils of the Church, which the Poles had ostensibly hidden, and which 
were then turned over to the Bishop of DANZIG, Bishop SPLIT , on EITIRR’s personal 
order. He disclaims any knowledge, however, of any measures taken against the 
Church at that, time by the Binsetz Hommandos of Sipo and SD. At that time, Sipo 
and SD in the LUBLIN area were under SS-Stubaf HUEILZE . 

HAB.il does remember that at that time, SS-O/Stubaf FAT IN and SS-E/Stuf Dr 
KUFJDISaI were in Poland gathering material for the library and archives of Amt 
VIZ. 



At the beginning of 19^1 • HARTL h-'-erd that a number of Polish priests and 
monks had been brought to DACEaU. He states openly that he was not' alarmed by 
this news, since the German clergy had always manifested, a strong antipathy 
toward the hyoerchauvinistic Folish clergy, and since he knew th&t. even 
Nuncio ORSii'IGO had always displayed a strong disiiice of the Folish clergy. 

In this period, HART! paid, a visit to the clerical wing of the concentration 
camp in DACHAU, where he was able to convince himself that the priests at least 
were getting fair treatment. Pie was told that the majority of the 200 priests 
at DACHAU were Folish and that their preferential treatment was resented by other 
inmates of the camp. German' priests had even complained, because they were out 
in the same class with Polish oriests. 

In 19^3 HAF.il heard rumors of a special action against the Polish intelli- 
gensia, but was unable to find out deteiles from any source. If such an action 
was in operation, he states, it must have come from the highest Quarters (HIIIHR 
EIMrlLE?., HEYDF.ICH, KURIL!?.) and must have bean kept extremely 6ecret, for it 
never appeared in the general reports on Poland. 

Questioned on general church policy of the Nazis in Poland, HARTL stated that 
the refeat suffered by that country automatically invalidated the Polish concor- 
dat both in .the newly erected. General Government and in the ,T arthebau. Gauleiter 
GBZIvEB of the ' r arthegau, who enjoyed, the special confidence not only of FITISR, 
but also of BOEHANN, IClSEilBBF.G, and EIMHLEP., ie* those most responsible for 
church policy, was instructed by HITIHP. to try out in his area those laws which 
the Nazis planned to incorporate in a new condordant for the Reich after the war. 
The envisaged changes emphasized a sharp division of church and state. KARTL 
participated in an official capacity' in one of GE-ISSR's discussions on the 
matter of church collections. It was planned to have the churches collect the 
contributions directly from the church members eliminating the state as collect- 
ing ag---ncy for the churcn. In the Reich, the state was still collecting a tax 
for churches. The new plan was put into effect in the Uarthegau. 

HARTL claims that this was his official contact with GEL ISLE, who was always 
able to present his problems to the highest offices without going through chan- 
nels. GEEISBF.'s deputy, Min Director JAEGER, had been previously active in the 
Church Ministry and was considered an expert from BORi'lANN's staff and Landes 
Jugend Ffarrer BUDHilS of Kicklenburg, who also enjoyed the confidence of BOHFANN, 
ROSENBERG and HIMMLER. 

SS-Stubaf GRUE3E, GEE ISLE 1 s deputy, the Church Referent of SD Abschnitt 
POSEN, reports * not to HARTL, but to GEE I SEE on the church situation in his area. 
The SD received its intelligence on the Protestant Church directly from DUDENS, 
on the Catholic Church form a Canon on* FOSSII, a very well lcown Franciscan monk, 
and from numerous other Catholic priests. 
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Church intelligence reports from the General Government reached HARTL even 
less freouently then similar reports from the Warthegau. In order to counteract 
FRANK ' s strong position, HUSKIER and BORKANN were .forced to give their agents 
there special powers. These agents of the SD end Sipo were largely independent 
and if they had any important ouestions of policy to decide, they went directly 
to EEYDRICH of tb KUFLLLR. All executive questions in the occupied areas came 
under the Gruppe Besetzte Gebiete of Amt IV RSFA and were na,t directed to HARTL's 
Church Referat. He firmly denies havihg had any advance knowledge concerning 
the arrest of numerous Folish priests and monks, and only later did he learn 
nrivately that many Folish nuns had "been oldpdd. in one central convent 
(concentration camp). HARTL states categorically that no member of the Polish 
clergy suffered violence while he was in charge of the Church Referat. 

After his dismissal from office, HARTL learned from SS-H/Stuf RSISSI.lft.FH, 
Vatican Referent of Amt VI, that Cardinal RIOND of FOSLF had been captured by the 
Gestapo in Prance and was now in honorary custody (Eh'renheft) writing very inte- 
resting papers for Sipo and SD and had furthermore pledged himself to continued 
cooperation with Sipo and SD, 

From Vatican sources HARTL learned that the funeral of the late Archbishop 
of LVOV, SZEPTICKI, which had threatened to turn into a mass demonstration against 
the Communists, was declared a. state funeral, in which high-ranking Soviet offi- 
cials took part, thus turning it into a pro-Bolshevist demonstration. SSEPTICKI's 
successor, who had been arrested by the Soviets, was elected to the Soviet town 
council of LVOV. The same Vatican source assured HARTL, that the Soviets are 
generally very correct toward the Catholic Church throughout the occupied areas 
including Poland and Hungary, but that very often they have priests and bishops 
murdered by local Communists. 
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AMEX 71 1 1 
THE ORTHODOX CHURCH 

Prisoner: tui.ri.TL, albert SS-Stubaf Amts I' r , 1 and VII 



As chi.ef of the church Referat of the SB and later of the Gestapo, it was 
HARTL's mission to establish intelligence contacts with all church groups and to 
work out a scientific basis for this intelligence activity. It' was therefore one 
of his duties to establish contact with the Orthodox Church, which he did through 
Metropolitan SEPAPH.IM in BERLIN and the persons immediately surrounding him. 

Being a Vatican expert, KAETL nad first to acauaint himself with the Orthodox 
Church by attending, whet he terms, the extremely impressive services in the 
BERLIN Orthodox cathedral and by studying the literature on the Orthodox Ohurch. 
While thus engaged, he made the acquaintance of Dr Eduard WINTER, the university 
professor in PRAGUE, who proved to be very well informed on the Orthodox church 
and later became one of HARTL's best friends. 

Another source of HARTL's information on the Orthodox Church was his trip 
through southern Russia in 1942 and 194.3. while ostensibly studying the intellec- 
tual trends of that region. (See Annex IX EARTL 1 s Trip to Russia). On his return 
from the east, he planned to write a book on the Russian Cuurch in exile, end x 
while carrying out research on this subject, made the acouaintance and close 
friendship of a large number of leading figures in the Orthodox church, particu- 
larly in the Balkans. In this research HARTL also made use of Vatican circles, 
which were extremely well informed on the Orthodox Church. 

On the basis of this knowledge HARTL has given the following account of the 
Orthodox Church. / 

The Orthodox Church in General 



Over the centuries the Orthodox, Church a nd the Roman Catholic Church have 
developed divergent political concepts. With the Vatican, the Roman Catholic 
Church has at its command a single central authority, Tx.e Church is an indepen- 
dent political power with its own diplomacy and its own excellent intelligence 
service. The Church is aggressive. The dogma of the infallibility of the Fope 
and. the doctrine of Catholic beatification are prerequisites for its claim to the 
right of converting the entire world to Catholicism, Chief religious emphasis 
is laid on dogma. 



The Orthodox Church, on the other hand, possesses no central authority and 
thus neither a policy nor an intelligence service of its own. It always serves 
the political power with which it can most readily 'combine. The Orthodox Church 
is not agressive but passive, stressing both devotion and suffering. 

The Orthodox Church in Germany 

In Germany the Orthodox Church was made up to a considerable extent of Russian 
immigrants. The head of the Orthodox church, Metropolitan ft&llAJHIJf In BERLIN, fell 
in with the Ha 2 is from the very beginning and enjoyed their extensive si^oport of 
his religious activity. Through financial contributions from the Church Ministry, 
the Orthodox church was able to erect a new Orthodox cathedral in BERLIN/Vilmers- 
dorf. Archbishop Si.RA.-HIM and his priests were then more than willing to impart 
all they knew about Russia and Russian emigration to the GIS, It must be stated ' 
however, that the Orthodox church in PARIS and in the Balkans w- s infinitely 
better informed on actual conditions in Russia that the senile Orthodox group In 
Germany. Actually, the GIS did not profit to any great extent from its contacts 
with Metropolitan SERAPHIM. 
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The Orthodox Church in the Soviet Unio n 

In Southern Russia HARTL .was able to establish three large groups with- 
in the Orthodox Church. The Tsarist-Greater Russia group v^as formed from the 
last remnants of the once wealthy and honored State Orthodox Church of Tsaiist 
days. Since it was one of the main bulwarks of the Tsarist regime, it vas 
practically wiped out during the first years of Bolshevism. Some Orthodox 
priests were able to escape persecution by disguising themselves as farm workers 
and factory workers . Many of them emerged from hiding during the period of 
German occupation, and HARTL was able to talk with some of them during his 
trip to Russia. ”hile in hiding, they had often managed under the greatest 
difficulties to organize small secret religious groups with the aid of lay 
priests. These Tsarist-Orthodox lay priests were to be found particularly 
in academic circles, living the veritable life of a saint or a martyr. They 
■possessed extreme religioua fervor and were capable of heroic sacrifice and 
were e.ctually an underground movement in the Soviet Union. 

V 

The Tsarist -Orthodox monks suffered the same fate as the priests.. One 
of the last important Archimandrites become the Orthodox Archbishop of the 
United States in YORK after having successfully fled from Soviet Russia. 

At the Russian border on the Dukla Pass in Eastern Slovakia a group of 
Tsarist-Orthodox monies, some of them former Tsarist officers including a 
Grand Duke, banded together in the TT ladimirovka monastery. HARTL maintained 
close friendly relations with the monks of this monastery, which at the same 
time was an excellent intelligence center. HARTL claims that in the Winter of 
1944 and 1945 he tried to help these monks reach Switzerland. The Gestapo had 
them moved from Slovakia to BEPLIH, and HARTL is not sure whether or not they 
were able to flee from there in the Spring of 1945. 

In addition to being excellently informed on the Soviet Union, these monks 
also had extremely good connections in the Balkans, particularly in BELGRADE and 
SOFIA, and also in Switzerland, where their, intelligence network joined the 
intelligence services of both Britain and the Vatican in BEEiJE. (HARTL suggests 
at this point that among the various tasks he might accomplish for US Intelli- 
gence would be an assignment covering this intelligence center in SERES, where 
ho is sure he could gain vital information inaccessible to any member of the 
US Intelligence.) 

The Rational Ukrainian and the Rational Ruthenian Group 

Following Germany' s occupation of Southern Russia, certain Orthodox national 
groups sprang up in the Ukraine, in White Ruthenia, ih ^ollynih, PodOlia and in 
the northern regions. These groups were led either by legitimately ordained 
bishops or by bishops of dubious title. They sought to form . independent auto— 
kephal national churches in conformance with the national states planned by the 
German occupation authorities, These bishops and priests collaborated closely 
with the Germans, end were often of great help to the GIS. Some of these 
priests, however, as was later found out, were working for the Soviet In- 
telligence Service Under the guise of nationalism and we re using this method 
to penetrate the GIS. During his stay in Russia, HARTL claims to have made 
the acquaintance of outstanding specialists of the Soviet Intelligence 
Service and was extremely impressed by their methods. 

With the advance of the Soviet forces in 1944 and 1945, these Orthodox 
bishops^ (about 30 of them) we re forced to flee to the west, ostensibly seeking 
either British or American protection, as Metropolitan SERAPHIM told HARTL. 
come of them, however, in their desperation decided to die a martyr's death 
at the hands of the Soviets. These 30 bishops of the Rational Orthodox move- 
ment, who collaborated with the Germans, were the ones who had been invited 
oo a concilium xn YISM\A in 1943, which was held under Gestapo auspices and 
achieved little success owing to the unfortunate choice of arch-Cntholic 
■’TERRA as a meeting place for Orthodox bishops. 
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The Soviet State Church 

A relatively small minority of Orthodox priests and bishops went over to the 
Bolshevists during the Russian revolution and were thus able to save their life 
and their church office. Over the years they split into various factions, but 
gradually Patriarch SERGIUS of MOSCOW emerged as their common leader. This Soviet 
Orthodox group then developed into one of - ohe most valuable instruments of the 
Russian Secret Service, At first only within Russias's borders, but then after 
1942, with very great success abroad. 

HArJEL claims that wherever he went in Russia, the people assured him that the 
most dangerous collaborators of the NKVD were the priests (Popen) and that hund- 
reds of thousands of people deported to forced labor camps owed their fate to the 
reports of NXVD priests. Some of these priests lacked any formal education what- 
soever and could just about struggle through the barest minimum of Orthodox ritu- 
al. Addicted to alcohol, they were the fear of every woman and young girl. 

Others wore learned priests, excellently trained not only in theology, but also 
in intelligence work, such as the secretary to the Bishop of KHARXO v . 

As far as HARTL knows, the Russians first attempted to use the Church or 
religion in foreign politics and in foreign intelligence in Islam, lhe Russian 
Intelligence Service dispatched Mohammedan -oriests to the southern Caucasus and 
India with great success, where they are probably still working for the Soviet 
Intelligence Service. 

The Soviets made a further, much bigger experiment with Buddhism. HAP.TL 
claims to have learned from his talks with Buddhist priests and monks in the 
Kalnueken steppe on the Caspian Sea that there are a number of training institu- 
tions for Buddhist priests and monks in the Soviet Union, who after their trai- 
ning go to Central and Bast Asia, particularly to China, there to carry on very 
fruitful work. Their task is made that much easier by the fact that far-reaching 
ideological correlations exist between Bolshevism and Buddhism, which were ex- 
plained to HaRTL by the Buddhist priests with whom he spoke. He claims never to 
have come across them in the literature on these two subjects. 

Since 1942, the Soviets have mode further efforts to enlist the forces of 
religion in their foreign intelligence through the medium of the Orthodox church. 
•The first step woe rn attempt to approach the British Secret Service through th^ 
Anglican church. The main channels for such on approach, as far as HA.pT was 
able to determine, were the Archbishop of CANTERBURY, the Bishop of Gibraltar and 
the church intelligence center in BERNE, Switzerland. The second step was direc- 
ted toward the entire southern and eastern Mediterranean area through the medium 
of the Orthodox patriarchs of CONSTANTINOPLE, ANTIOCH and ALEXANDRIA. In that 
area the Orthodox church suddenly began to work for the Soviets and had enormous 
financial means to work with. The third step employed the Orthodox church in the 
Balkans and was particularly successful following the failure of the SPELLMAN 
mission. In this area, the TITO bishops, the Metropolitan of SORIA and later, the 
E-arch of Bulgaria, STEFAN were the principal contacts. 

At the concilium, in VIENNA, -the Orthodox bishops under German influence had 
attempted in 1$43 to declare the election of SERGIUS of MOSCOW, which was brought 
about by a minority vote, invalid, in the hope of halting the influence of the 
Soviet church in the Balkans. 'The entire concilium, however, was so staidly and 
ridiculously organised by the German Church Ministry and by the Church Referent 
of Ant IV RSriA, Reg Rat Ur NiUHAUS , SS-Stubaf and Protestant theologian, that it 
could not possibly be effective. After the death of Patriarch SERGIUS and his 
pompous state funeral in MOSCOW, this "first great saint of the Soviet Union" 
attained even greater influence over the Russian Orthodox church abroad than 
during his lifetime. 

The Vatican is observing thi6 development with great exactitude a nd with 
great care, mention has already been made in this report of the fact that the 
Vatican for some time has been dispatching Jesuits as Orthodox priests into the 
ranks of the Orthodox church. 

Ip conclusion HaRTL states that the Soviets have already been extremely suc- 
cessful in elisting the services of religion into their Intelligence Service and 
that it will be very difficult for another power to overcome this Soviet headstart. 
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HARTL’S TRIF TO RUSSIA 



Prisoner: PAPJTL, Albert 



SS-Stubaf Ants IV, VJ and VII 



Preamble 

The following article is part of BASIL’S own account of his stay in Russia. 

The text is presented as a literal translation from the German in the first 
person v r ithout comment* Actually, the commentary to this report can be found in 
the personality of . ARTL , as it emerges from the report as a whole. For this 
reason it might be unnecessary to reneat at this point that HART! is known as 
a boaster of the highest order, that he is particularly reticient about his 
activities under 3dS Dr TE OLu-S in KIEV, and that he is constantly attempting 
to ingratiate himself with the US Intelligence. 

liy Stay in Psussia (December I 9 U 1 to Spring 19^7 ) 

Ay assignment to Russia was a measure of disciplinary punishment imposed 
upon me and therefore I was not given a position corresponding to my rank and 
previous assignment. I was attached without official position or executive 
authority to the 3dS of the Ukraine, SS-Gruf Dr TEO* AS , with the mission to 
travel through southern Russia and report extensively on the intellectual trends 
in that area. Dr THOliAS gave me the additional assignment of recruiting young 
men of German descent for his special guard units, whenever I cane across them 
in my travels. The first mission I accomplished, but the second one could not 
be carried out, since these elements of German descent had already been recruited 
by 1 , the Volksdeutsche Hittelstelle for local defense, and my authority was 
insufficient to supersede this: order. 

Thus, I spent the major mart of 19^2 on the road. My travels were interrupted 
on only one occasion when I was sent to PaRIS to accompany a special commissary 
train back to KIEV. In the latter part of 19^2 I was for a certain time acting 
chief of Abt I and II of the BdS KIEV and thus working in a field completely 
foreign to me (V/T, telephone, motor transportation, administration, organization, 
construction, personnel). Toward the end of 19^2 I fell ill and event the first 
months of 19^2 in hospitals in KIEV and ZAKOPANE. Still incapable of duty, I 
returned from the east to the Tyrolean Alps for recuperation and never vent back 
to Russia. 

Russian Science 

1. All science is strictly regulated and directed from r central office in 
IIOSCOU. Each professor was assigned a special field of research and was strictly 
limited to that field. Should his research happen to lead to another field, he 
had to report this fact immediately to » superior office and a wait a decision 
as to whether he could continue his work in the new field. I made the acquaint- 
ance of a professor decorated with the Order of LENIN, whose fi; r ld. was confined 
to research on seeding machinery, of another who was permitted to work on only 
certain explosives, of a woman professor assigned a special field of Chinese 
geology, etc. At that time about 100 professors «nd their assistants had 
volunteered to if ork in the German I G Farben and Leuna plants. Before being 
accepted they had to report to the EdS in KHARKOV and explain their special field 
of research. I checked this information for two or three days in order to become 
more familiar with the Soviet methods in assigning research projects. Later this 
job was taken over by a German officer and representative of the Leunaverka. 
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2. Research a.nd indention were encourged by^a variety of remunerations to an 
extent unknown to me in any other pert of the world* Any professor who had 
managed to bring forth even the slightest achievement, even if it was only a 
small improvement on a machine or a saving of labor could obtain: 

a* he dais and distinctions. 

b. An honorary position in the Farty. 

c. Honorary apartments. In KHARKOV, for instance, one of the most 
beautiful and largest apartment houses had been built by the State for 
such professors. 

d. Free vacation in the Crimea., 3 .c?J}YAN$K or the Caucasus. 

e. Free trip to aOSGO T s either to special opera performances or to Farty 

festivals and conventions. 

f. Special financial assistance for future research. 

3. Only a part of the research carried out was devoted to new inventions and 

discoveries. A great part of their research v* s devoted to the precise recon- 
struction of patents of other countries, for the Soviet Union, as far as I know, 
recognized no foreign patents. In ©11 institutes I found professors working on 
such imitations. As I was told, and this ‘could be seen by the nairm s of the firms 
on the articles in oUestion, the originals in the years before 1S35 came from 
France and Germany* and later on mostly from the United States, this research, 
however* was not just a ouestion of imitating* but also improving on the original 

product in order to multiply the dfficiency of all these machines, chemicals, 

optical instruments, etc. The result could be seen in one of the big industrial 
plants* For example, in the h lge '-.over plants of DIEFROSIROY, I noticed a small 
machine of Siemens and another one, I believe* of General Motors. The Russians 
had increased the specifications many times, had constructed the new machines in 
Russian plants, and had then hailed them as gigantic achievements of Russian 
engineering. (This was explained to me by a Russian and a German engineer, and. 

I also heard the same story in other places). The point is, however, that 
Russian imitation was not necessarily unproductive, nor did it stifle Russian 
research. On the contrary, as I wrs told everywhere I went, their own research 
received much impetus from this method of approach, 

4 . Several research institutes, for example, the institute for atomic res arch 
in KKjeRKOV , were registered in official registers under intent ionally misleading 

names ♦ 

5. In KHARKOV alone there were over ^0 different scientific institutes, for 
atomic research, for explosives, for general Chemistry, general physics, for 
road construction, for railroads, for farm machinery, for mines, for ballistics, 

etc. 

Agriculture 

Very little agricultural land is privavely owned, most of it was grouped 
together in kolkhosi and sovkhosi. The organization of the kolkhosi is a familiar 
one, for they have been copied fro*m the collective farms of the Paraguayan Jesuit 
State. The sovkhosi, which are Soviet St^te farms supporting excellent experimental 
stations for the study of plants, for the breeding of animals, for improvement 
of seed, for artificial insemination, etc, have in my opinion received far too 
little attention abroad. These sovkhosi also cooperate very closely v ith the 
agricultural institutes of the various universities, and through their combined 
efforts, the Soviet empire will soon be independent of the rest of the world, for 
foodstuffs ?nn ”ith the steady e.vpansion of its sphere of influence will then be 
in a position to erect a food blokade against the rest of the world. 
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It is particularly interesting to note that the present-day Bussian agronomist, 
as as advisor and leader in the field of agriculture, i» rapidly he cowing a 
highly inportapt porfessional . 

Industry 

There is no need to mention in this report the gigantic achievements of the 
Soviets in industrializing their country. I wes deeply impressed hy the chemical 
plants in KA12.KSK0YE and the aluminum works in ZABOBOZKE, the iron foundries of 
'.’AI1IUP0L, and power plants of DHEFr.QSTEOY » not to mention the Donbas of the 
KBIVOI 5.0G area. 

There are two points, however, which were repeatedly brought to ny attention 
while in Bnssia end which should he brougnt out here. 

1. Bussian industrialization has been planned to permit conversion from 
peace to war production and vice versa in a minimum of time. I was told again 
and again that every tractor driver in the Soviet Union is trained in such a way 
that he can operate a tank with few days practice, and. every HTS station (machine 
and tractor station) in the country is organized in such a way that it can he 
converted almost immediately into an ordnance company. The entire Soviet industry 
has been organized according to a well thought out and well planned syster of 
rapid conversion either to peace or to war. Every tractor factory can be turned 
into a tank factory on short notice. 

2. So far, the Soviet people have not yet enjoyed the fruits of Soviet 
industrialization, and, the reason for this lies in the fact that Soviet industry 
first plans to complete ^he Bolshevization of the world. Vhan no other industry 
in the world, can compete with the flood of Soviet industrial products, then and 
only then will the international workers ehjoy prosperity. 

Bolshevism and Buddhism 



The Buddhist monks of ELISTA and. on Lake Hanits assured me again and again that 
they were striving to restore the simplicity of early 3uddhism and reject the 
pomp, the d.eBire for power and the blasphemous conduct of the Lamas. They wished 
to reform all Asia, and lead it back to Buddha. v ith the support of the Soviet 
State, the Buddhist missionaries are trained in large monasteries far to the east 
and then wander southward via the holy city of UBGA, to oreach the gospel of 
Buddha and STALIU. I was told that there are already very many Soviet Buddhist 
missionaries active- in Central Asia and in East Asia and that all Asia and 
all Bussia would soon form one enormous Buddhist-Soviet empire. The orofessor 
from SOSTOV, who accompanied me as my interpreter on my trip to these Buddhist 
monks, explained to me in great detail the tremendous significance Buddhism had 
for the Soviet policy in Asia a.nd told me that a. considerable number of the 
Buddhist monks trained in the • above-mentioned monasteries for mission# in China 
receive their instruction under the direction of the iTKVD and that they are 
nothing more t...an secret agents of the Soviet; 

Bolshevism and Islam 

East of the large island of Buddhistic faith near ELISTA, we find the border 
of the achamnedan Soviet domain, which extends in a narrow belt to the west and 
in a wide area to tne east of the Caspian Sea. I myself only became acquainted 
With a few tent villages located on the edge of this Islamic domain. 

The German authorities suffered under the illusion that these Mohammedans 
would rush to the German troops full of enthusiasm. Yet here I was also able to 
determine, though only superficially, that which had been confirmed in other 
areas, namely that the NKVD had carried on extensive work in Islam, had won Islam 
over, and had harnessed it to serve its purpose#. 



- 55 - 




ci-m/igs 




The Fartisans 



'artisan warfare was very costly for both' sides in the east. During ray long 
tript. I cane to the conclusion that partisian warfare was intensified through one's 
own nervousness. I traveled frequently through partisan territory, covered 
stretches alone, which otherwise were limited to convoy travel, slept in villages, 
which \*ere reputed to be overrun with partisans, and yet I never experienced one 
single incident, though I was not always to be recognized as harmless. 

I had the same experience in Yugoslavia in 194U/45, where I spent much time 
in the r.ost feared Partisan villages, traveled by bicycle or on foot over the 
most dangerous forest paths without over being attacked. 

For many German leaders partisan warfare was undoubtedly to a great extent 
more a natter of ambition to obtain the Iron Cross by killing a high number of 
partisans than a matter of necessity. 

The Soviet Control System 

In the Ifetional Socialist state, the tight network of Gestapo, SD, Farty and 
affiliated organizations made any revolution from within impossible and therefore 
senseless. In the Soviet state an intricate control system also prevents the 
individual from breaking out of the community. During my one year trip in the 
Urkraine, I came across traces of this system of control everywhere. 

1, All activities were subjected to a dual control system executed in. writing. 

a. Deatailed and pedantic records were kept on everything that hap-oened, 
whether it had to do with the progress in agricultural works, in 
industrial production, with egg production, with the birth of calves, 
with the inventory of department stores, with the activities of doctors 
or the status of education. I saw such reports dealing with all possibl- 
subjects and included them as annexes to my original report on Russia. 
The teachers, for instance, had not only to report in writing on the 
exact status of their preparation for each hour of classroom work 
(method, sources, teaching aids) but also on the result of each hour 

of classroom work (how the cuestions were answered, effect of the 
instruction, etc.) 

b. Similar questionnaires applied to all other fields of activity to find 
out what had happened, what had been undertaken and what had been • 
achieved. Jill results were then converted into detailed statistics. 

As a result of this tremendous written control, everyone was so overburd- 
ened with paper work that he could not possibly arrive at any unbolshevistic 
thoughts of- his own. 

This system had the further disadvantage that such a paper control and 
such statistics became more important than the actual achievements. 

2. The fact that in almost every field of activity the work was carried out 
not by individuals, but by groups meant that practically everyone was controlling 
and had to control everyone else. In the schools there was constant- mutual 
control by pupils and teachers. If a teacher arrived late to school, or made some 
unbolshevistic statement, he received a black mark from the pupils, and this mark 
would be registered with the school principal. The classroom hours were so arranged 
that the teachers often had one free hour between two hours of instruction. They 
were not permitted, however, to utilize this tine for themselves, but had to sit 

in on the work of another teacher and check on him. The controls in other fields 
of activity were similar. This method of everyone controlling everyone else and 
this system of points can be found in just as strict a form in the Jesuit Order. 

As a matter of fact, the striking similarity in the system of the Soviets, the 
National Socialists and the Vatican, cannot be stressed too often. 
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3. The Communist Party, the Komsonolsen and State officials carried, out their 
own strict control of all fields of activity, (analogous to conditions prevailing 
in Nazi Germany). 

k. The top control, and at the same time the most searching one, was made "by 
the Hl'VD . The NRVD was twofold. 

a. Through the generally known NXVD officials. In every town there were 
large- new“SEtD • buildings • 

b. Through secret confidential informants, who, of course, would gradually 
become known to the people over a period of time. Among these MVD 
confidential informants the priests of the "living" ie, Soviet-apnroved 
Orthodox Church were of particular importance. Their number was 
insignificant. , The' almost complete annihilation of the Orthodox Church 
in Russia, can be seen by the fact that the Orthodox bishops who went into 
hiding and emerged when the Germans entered, the area numbered no "ore the.r 
thirty, and even they were in the majority compared with those bishops 
who collaborated with the Soviets and were later united under Patriarch 
SERGIUS (succeeded after his death by Ret rope lite.n ALSJEY). 

These NKVD priests, as they were popularly known, were thus few in number, 
yet under the pretext of piety and a feigned desire to further the Orthodox 
religion in secret, they could very ersily gain access to certain classes less 
accessible to the general control system. Since nost of the parishes in the country 
had no clergy, these dXVD priests settled in the cities and ma.de trips from there 
into, the surrounding countryside. Thus they found it relatively easy to guard, 
their anonymity. From all sides I heard again and again hot' many people owed 
their arrest to these NXVD priests. Naturally, the activity of these NX^D priests 
accelerated, the movement away from the Church. 

Immediate arrests occurred only in very serious ca.ses. Usually they were 
carried out in waves, at which tines p large number of people would be picked up. 

The -orocess was described, to no in the following manner. 

If the Government decided to build a railroad, to take lumber out of 
Siberia, to establish a now industrial complex of construct highways, they informed 
the chief of the NaVD as to how many hundreds of thousands of workers •wohld. be 
needed, and then those marked for arrest would be picked up. The Mayor of CHORIITZA, 
who worked for 11 years in the Central Records Office for all Soviet concentration 
carros, told me that in this period of time a total of about 15 million oeople had 
been interned in those camps. This figure agrees more or less with the statistics 
.published in the international literature. How many of those millions lost their 
lives remains a ouestion which the mayor could not answer. The torture method.s 
used coincide exactly with what is now /;nown about the German concentration camos 
from the trials and press reports. Dozens of Soviet citizens reported, their own 
experiences to me and I included their e-'act testimony in my original recort to 
blYDRICh. 




Everywhere I went I had the general impression that the Russian people 
mdor this strict and tightly woven control' system had become a -much more formidable 
instrument of power than the German people under National Socialist influence. 

"uccessful Activities of the NTYD 



It is a known fact that the Russian Secret Service has excellent specialists 
at its disposal both at home and abroad. In this travel report I should like to 
mention only two examples of good undercover work of the NX^D. 



1. The old. Bishop of SH.'. : I\O ir was very nious and a firm believer in a Tsarist 
"-renter Russia. Our the years ho succeeded in gathering together many of those 
•'bo shared, hie views and ideals, most of them coming either from intellectual 
ircles or from among the peasant population, hie secretary was a. man in his early 
.'orties, extremely ’.ell educated, a theologian, and at the same time exceptionally 
:lever. He was an ex-eert not only on the Liturgy but also on Canon Law and 
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scrupulously saw to it that his senile and somewhat helpless 3ishor and master 
never committed a breach of form. He was a master of debate, and I actually 
enjoyed the disputes he and i used to carry on sometimes on matters of theology. 

He once stated offhand that it was really touching how many people had discovered 
their love for the Tsar. He showed greet interest in the power of the Catholic 
Church, which he sharply rejected, told me himself about the activity of many 
Orthodox priests for the NKVD, and enjoyed complete confidence of the Bishop and 
his adherents. Later it turned out that he was an officer in the NKVD and had 
sent U/T reports of all important events to MOSCO‘ T . 

2. A businessman in KIEV, who bore the name of a Baltic noble family, was in 
the rug business and made the practice of employing only exceptionally beautiful 
girls in his store, he soon established contact with most of the German offices 
and. supplied the priva.te apartments of leading officials with rugs and curtains, 
Whenever he managed to close an important deal, he would stage a celebration 
marked by much alcohol and the presence of his beautiful salesgirls, who then 
loosened the tongues of even the highest German officials. Ke was politically 
active as a staunch supporter of the National Ukrainian Movement, which then 
was cooperating very closely with the Gsr m an authorities. He was an extremely 
brilliant man, well versed in all subjects and known to be an expert on mod.ern 
Soviet philosophy. I accepted a number of his invitations for this reason and 
found that his reputation was well founded. Later it was established that he 
had been in constant contact v-ith ' OSCO’ r through two I/’* transmitters. It was 
further proven that he was also a high-ranking officer in the NKVD, and, as he 
himself admitted, had been empowered to take over the leadership of an anti-Soviet 
National Ukrainian Government under German sponsorship . 

The 3dS KIEV and its Commanders 



The commander of the Sip 0 and SD in KIEV with jurisdiction over the entire 
Ukraine was SS-Gruf Dr TI C AS , who, prior to his assignment in the East, had been 
the 3dS in PABIS. 

THOIAS was a physician by profession and had had a spectacular career in the 
SS, climbing very rapidly from Scherf to Grufi His li se was generally ascribed 
to the fact that his daughter had been the mistress of HEYDRICE for some time and 
had borne him a child. THOMAS was very corrupt and brutal. Eis deputy was the 
Kd.S KIEV, SS-O/Puehrer EHRIINGEF.. 

Abteilung Leiter IV were at that time SS-O/Stubaf and 0/F.eg Hat Dr KHA3 and 
S3— Stubaf and 0/Reg Bat VOLLiELR. Abteilung Leiter III were SS^Stubaf Dr 
SCEIKIAROHN and SS-O/Stubaf 3ENDT> KdS ROVNO was SS-Q/Stubaf and O/fieg Eat PUETZ, 
who was known to oe very harsh. He had distinguished himself in fighting the 
Partisans and was highly esteemed by the 3dS KIEV. 

On the other hand, THOMAS had the greatest contempt for the KdS in ZHITOMIR 
because he failed to be harsh enough. He was later relieved because of being too 
easy and was returned to Germany. 

The KdS KIx,V, SS-O/Fuehrer EHRLIjJGaR, had already earned his reputation for 
sharp action in Norway, PRAGUE , UAESAU and MINSK and Dr THOMAS was highly pleased 
with his work in KIEV. He freouently ordered- large-scale operations and was 
decorated for this work with the Iron Cross I Class. 

The commander of the So nde rkommando XREiENTCEUG w&s SS-Stubaf PLATH, a 
brutal person. 

KdS CLoENIGOV was SS-O/Stubaf Theo Cr ?.IS JENSEN , whose work also pleased Dr 
THOMAS.. 

KdS DNEFHOPETHOVSK was at first SS-Stubaf LINK, who was replaced for being 
too easy by the more ambitious SS-Stubaf MULDE. 

KdS I. HARKOV was at first SS-St?ndf BIOBE (previously in KIEV), then SS-O/ 
Stubaf Dr ' E I F: A.NN , a physician and later BdS PRAGUE. THOMAS was satisfied with 
the work of both. 
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Tne EdS in STALINO was SS-$tubaf 1'IOOE, who was later relieved. 

XdS ROSTOV vras the former Protestant Probst SZTiiiilTO' r SI^-BIEHliIiLSTEIN (SS-Stuba 
and 0/Peg Pat)* He top very active. 

in the Crimea was SS-Standf ZAP?. also very active. 

XdS in NIKOLAEV was SS-O/Stubaf and 0 /Peg Eat SPAEK, who was not brutal enough 
for ThGlAS . 

3y order of the 3&S, every KdS had to establish a concentration camp with 
room for 1,000 to 2,000 prisoners. 

The KdS in CHERNIGOV also set up a youth camp, where orphaned children 
with good racial features were trained by German teachers (women) with tho 
intention of bringing then to Germany later on. 

i’.is treatment of Prisoners 

v Jhen I went to visit the KdS in KREENTCHUG, SS-Stubaf PLATE, ho received 
no while still interrogating a prisoner. Apparently not satisfied with one of 
the answers he struck nin a number of times with ©. heavy stick, so hard, that the 
prisoner was dizzy for a moment. This was the one case of mistreatment of a 
prisoner being interrogated which I experienced in eleven years of working with 
the RSr.-x and SD. 

I often heard officials state that a slap in the face vras the best method of 
interrogation. I also knew tha.t the Gestapo had a second degree, which was 
only used with the personal permission of Amts Chef loJSLL-R. I also noticed that 
MUZ-LIK.P was frequently in the company of a doctor, who always smelled, of fresh 
medicine. 



Executions 



‘.ass executions, particularly of Jews, were frequent in the Ukraine, not 
only under Dr TPOilAS, hut also under his predecessor Dr BAS CK. Several 
commanders ran the figure of those executed during their tour of duty up to 
100,000* SS-Standf 3L03EL told me personlly that in KIEV he had shot 60,000 
in an antitank’ ditch and 30,000 in another place. SS-Stubaf PLATE told me that 
for a long time he had shot 2,000-3,000 persons a week. Every city had its mass 
graves. Tr hen EIChiANN ( Judsnreferat Amt IV ASHA.) told me in I 9 U 1 that he intended 
to exterminate the Jews in Russia, I failed to take him seriously. Nov I saw 
that this policy w- s boing put through in all seriousness. The largest mess 
executions were carried out in December 1941 by the Einsatzkomandos , which 
followed on the heels of the fighting’ units. 

In l$b?. the various commanders carried out only smaller mass executions of 
100 to 200 men. In 1543, during the German retreat, large mass executions are 
said to have ©gain taken place, particularly of concentration camp inmates. 
SS-Stubaf . ULD& had assured, me that if the military situation became hopeless he 
would kill every inmate of his concentration camp. 

The KdS KI~ V had on the average one execution day a. week. '(Spring 194?). 

Newly arrived SS leaders from the Reich felt it their honorary duty to take part 
in these executions in order to prove their toughness. Ho one was forced to 
participate. I must mention as the most positive point in Dr TxOJIAS r character 
the fact that he never forced anyone to take part in mass executions and only 
treated those who refused as weaklings. In K32IZNTCHIJG, I witnessed the 
execution of about 20 G men, women, and children of every age including babies. 

The victims were forced to kneel in a lage ditch and each one was shot separately 
in the back of the head, so that c^cath was always instantaneous. 



- 59 - 







*£CRE1 CI-FIR/l?3 



lo overcome moral depression the participants in mass executions of the 3d* 
end ZdS were well supplied with vodka. Nevertheless, psychic collapse was 
fr ruently the result. In one case, an active participant in one of the mess 
executions suddenly shot and killed a. number of his comrades one ni&ht . In 
another case a H/Sch°rf, who was carrying on n nor” 10 ! conversation with his best 
friend, suddenly stood U" and shot him d ad. An interesting medical phenomenon, 
as Dr T'-OiAS called it, vrs the fact that the men, who had frequently taken part 
the £--ecution of women and girls, became sexually impotent for a certain period 
of time. 
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HILAD QUARTERS 
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SERVICE CENTER 

us Asar 



ABBEX'x 



Prisoner: EAP.TL, Albert 



PERSONALITIES 

SS~Stubaf Amts 1^, Tr I and ^11 



ALT IH GSR, Josef 
BEHAL-i , Peter 

BSENING, (fnu) 
3IS3SRSTSIK-SCY:AL0^SKY 

BIHVNER, If Joachim 
303B, (fnu.) 

BRAUN, ' r ilhelm von 

DBINDL, (fnu) 

DENT, Dr (fnu) von 

DUDZIUS, (fnu) 

GIGL, Josef 
GOEGGIVGEE, (fnu) 
GROSSER, Dr (fnu) 
BRUENSUALD, Dr (fnu) 
HAUCE, Dr Jakob us 
HECK3L, (fnu) 

HERfEGBT , Ildefons 
nOLHSTEINER, Prof (fnu) 

' JJYN , (fnu) 

J OH. U> IH3S , ( f nu ) 



SS O/Stuf -.-enodictine 'Pater Church Referent 
in KOENIGS' JRO Extremely active. 

Benedictine monk "orked on project to determine 
economic never of the Catholic Church for iunt III. 
RSHA. 



Bishop of OSNABHJECX Prussian State Counsellor. 

Protestant clergymen Active in Reich Church 
Ministry SD agent. 

GIS agent at the Vatican. 

Czech Catholic prelate Inf or 'ant of SD PRAGUE. 

Agent of the Vatican end the USSR Active among 
American Negroes about 1927. 

Tomer Benedictine Pater Active in the SD. 

’fas in charge of Vatican relay station in MUNICH 
Gave all mail to the SD for -ohotostating. 

Theology professor in TU3SINGEI? and at the 
Vatican SS informant. 

Pro-Fazi Catholic Kaplan in MUNICH. 

Protestant nastor Informant of BdS RIGA. 

Archbishoo of FREIBURG Supporting member of SS, 

Former Benedictine Pater Active in the SD. 

Archbishop of BAMBERG. 

Protestant Bishop and Director of Protestant 
Chur ch Foreign Office Had close contacts vith 
the German Foreign Office. 

Abbot of Maria Leach monastery Had close contacts 
vrith SD DU3SSELD0RF. 

Taught at tho University of Vienna Intimate 
friend of SCKUSCKNIGG Informant of SD LINZ. 

Patriarch Former Archbishoo of PRAGUE Informant 
of SD SOLZANO. 

Rater of EITAL monastery Friend of GOSRING 
and the SD. 

Prior of a Benedictine abbey in Schlesvig- 
Holstein Active for the SD. 
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rSLLEP, B r Peter 



MACKEKS, (fnu) 


Benedictine Pater Nephew of Bishop KACHENS of 
HILDESEEIM Worked fox the SD. 


MAYER, Prof Josef 


Catholic professor at Bishops’ Academy in 
PADUPBORB Wrote favorable opinion for KARTL on 
euthanasia Went on an intelligence mission to 
ROi-E in 19 U 3 . 


MBRKL3 , S etas t i an 


Professor of theology in WUERZBURG Submitted 
regular reports to the SD Received the Adler— 
schild des Deuschen Reich. 


HOKE, Dr (fun) 


Theologian in FREIBURG SD informant. 


MUELLER, Ludwig 


Protestant Reich Bishop Ardent friend of HITLER. 


MUELLER, Dr Josef 


Active Bavarian lawyer Politician Bavarian 
nationalist Vatican and Abwehr agent. 


HJPHAlLiPL 


Orthodox Archimandrite in the VI ad i m i ro vka 
monastery Russian noble Has contacts vdth the 
USSR and Balkans Informant of the GIS. 


Y3IPPERG , Alter t von 


Count Abbot of Keubsrg monastery Active for 
SD STUTTGART . 


I'LL I S , Heinrich 


Catholic professor at the University of Frankfurt 
Worked for the BdS In BRUSSELS CPI card 460291 . 


KEUHAUS, Dr (fnu) 


Protestant theologian Regierungs Rat Chief of 
Church F.eferat Amt VI CPI card 153S7*+» 


QUADI-ISPY, Lugen 


Count Former Bavarian Economics Minister SS 
Stubaf in the SD Important informant. 


ROSS.rERGSR, Josef 


Catholic priest denounced by HARTL. 


ROLL, Josef 


Ministerial Dirigent Priest Head of the Catholic 
Division in the Reich Church Ministry SD informant. 


ROTH, (fnu) 


Regierungs Rat Chief of Church Referat Amt Vj 
(possibly identical with Erich ROTH CPI 107310) 


S CHACHLEI THER , Alban 


Pro-Nazi Abbot in MU1ICH. 


S CKARFAGEL , Ant on 


High-ranking bishop in MUNI CH SD informant. 


SCHAEFER, Karl 


SS Srigf Former Catholic monk Active in the 
V53’- for the SD Later he vras SS Pol Fuehrer 
in DNEPROPETROVSK . 


CKLIDT, Damian 


Abbot of GRUBS SAU Had contact with SD BRESLAU. 


-GHJ-ilDT sur IvEDDSls (fnu) 


President of the Protestant Land Church in 
Mecklenburg Worked for the SD and RSEA. 




SCKOSNHOSFF3R, (fnu)' 
SCHUSTER, (fnu) 

SERAPHIM 

SREAPHIh 

STEPHAN, (fnu) 

STILLER, Kurt 

SUEAKD, (fnu) 

TONDROCK, (fnu) 

UNGER, (fnu) 

V3RSCHA3YE, Cyriel 

VOIK, Rainer 
■'EIDEMANN i (fnu) 

VTERKUN , Peter 

UI ENKEN , ( f nu) 

"INTER, Prof Edouard 

'OLF, Martin 
,r OLFSTSINER, Ui 11 it aid 
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Prelate of the Vatican Propaganda Fide 
Collaborated with the GIS. 



Cardinal of MILAN Pro-Fascist In close contact 
with BdS VERONA Helped high-ranking SS leaders 
escape to Switzerland. 

Orthodox Metropolitan in j3EKLIN Pro-Nazi. 



Orthodox Archimandrite in the Yladimirovka 
monastery Former Tsarist artillery officer 
Gave KART1 important information. 

Exarch of Bulgaria Informant of HARTL Now 
collaborating with the Russians. 



SS K/Stuf Protestant expert in Church Referat 
Amt VI Later with Ant III RSHA. 



Cardinal in PAP.IS Pro-Fascist Had contacts 
with Amt VI RSHA. 

SS Richter SS Brigf Protestant Minister and 
advisor tc HI INTER, 

Paid agent of SD SALSBURG Personal counsellor 
of Frinco Bishop Dr ’ r AITZ. 



Leader of Catholic Flemish Autonomy Movement 
Collaborated extensively with tho SD. 

SS K/Stuf Amt VI RSHA for Church Affairs. 

Protestant_Land Bishop of BREMEN Uorked for 
SD BREMEN' and for RSHA. 

Bishop and Apostolic Administrator of the United 
Orthodox Church Former Ukrainian officer 
Bishop's seat in BERLIN Important informant. 

Bishop Catholic leader who condoned euthanasia 
for the insane. 



Professor at the University of Prague Studied 
Orthodox literature for intelligence purposes 
and reported results to RSHA. 

Church Referent in the SD from 1934-1935 CPI 
card 4^0255. 

Abbot of METTEN ’forked for the GIS. 
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